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We watched in horror the progressively worse news from Japan. Our hearts ached
for the loss of those who perished, who lost loved ones, or who lost their homes in the
tsunami that struck Japan on March 11. In the aftermath, as numerous earthquakes
continue to rattle Japan, I have been struck with the steadfast beauty, dignity and
perseverance shown by the people of Japan.
As I was thinking of what to write for this spring newsletter, I came across this poem
by Motoori Norinaga, an 18th century Japanese scholar.
Shikishima no
Yamato gokoro wo
Hito towaba
Asahi ni niou
Yama-zakura-bana
Asked about the soul of Japan,
I would say
That it is
Like wild cherry blossoms
Glowing in the morning sun.
The beauty of the sakura, or
cherry blossoms, that now
appear in Japan after the
horrible darkness of the last
days of winter is a perfect
reflection of the soul of the
people, of our friends in
Hanamaki and Japan as a
whole that will persevere,
recover, and grow stronger
in spite of tragedy. t
Mary Neilson
Sister City Program
Coordinator

One Heart

Bringing musicians together
to benefit Japan relief Fund
Don’t miss this memorable evening –
and bring your friends!
Deleen Davidson, founder and principal artist of the Muses Creative Artistry Project,
and talented Muses pianist Louis Menendez, who also performed in Japan in 2009,
will be joined by members of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, several local choirs,
schoolchildren and other local musicians and schoolchildren at a benefit concert
beginning at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 28 in Horner Hall at the Convention Center
in downtown Hot Springs. Entitled “One Heart: Songs of Love & Life for the People
of Japan,” this memorable evening will include the music of Bach, Handel, Mozart,
Verdi, Puccini, Brahms, Faure, Schubert, Chopin, Gershwin, Bernstein and A.L.
Webber, with songs in five different languages, spanning 500 years, all chosen to
demonstrate the universal nature of music to communicate, inspire and heal.
Art lovers will have the opportunity to bid on original artworks donated by local
artists that will be on display, and a cash bar will be available.
“Our purpose is to generate support and to show
solidarity with the gentle people of Japan, during
this difficult time of recovery and rebuilding, following
the earthquakes and tsunami which devastated the
island and its people,” Davidson said. “Music and
art can be forces for healing and peace, and
represent universal truths that know no national
boundaries.”
Please make plans to attend this event, and tell
your friends to bring their friends. The performances
will be an exquisite tribute to our friends in our sister
city. Admission is free, with the opportunity given
to support the Hot Springs
National Park Sister City
Program Japan Relief
Fund with donations of
any size. t

3

Doujou:
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a compassionate exchange

When our Sister City relationship was established in 1993,
everyone anticipated the typical exchanges that take place
between sister cities -- cultural, educational, and even economic -- but no
one anticipated this most recent “compassionate” exchange.
In the aftermath of the hurricanes that struck the U.S. Gulf coast in 2007, when
hundreds of evacuees flooded into Hot Springs, the people of our sister city reached
out to help us. Knowing that there were people who had lost everything and sought
help in Hot Springs, school children and friends in Hanamaki took action. More than
$3500, raised primarily by children bringing handfuls of change to school, was sent to
Hot Springs to put into the hands of those who needed it most.
On March 11, the same day of the devastating earthquake and resulting tsunami,
the Japan Relief Fund was established by the Hot Springs National Park Sister City
Foundation. Since that date, the outpouring of support has been overwhelming.
From the smallest children to people from across the state, whether a handful of
change to hundreds of dollars, people have shown their love and support for the
people of Japan, the people in need so near our sister city.

Since March 11, more than $18,000 has been raised and wired promptly to
Hanamaki to assist the evacuees who have fled the tsunami-damaged coastal
areas of the Iwate Prefecture. Many have devised very creative ways to raise
money, and plans continue for future fund raising efforts. Since the devastation is
great, the recovery will be massive and the need ongoing.
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Anyone wishing to contribute to the Japan Relief Fund can drop a deposit at any
Simmons Bank Branch, or mail them to P.O. Box 22000, Hot Springs, AR 71903.
Our thanks to the following groups and individuals for past and future fund raising
efforts:
Garland County schools – In just 3
days, students from Garland County
schools raised most of the $4821.58
collected to date. Participating
school districts included Hot Springs,
Jessieville, Fountain Lake, Lake
Hamilton and Lakeside.
The school raising the most funds in
the first week was Lakeside Primary,
with a total of $842.50. Our thanks
to the school districts that have
continued accepting donations.

Jessieville Middle School had a great fund raiser, netting
more than $300 when students paid $1 for the privilege
of dressing Japanese-style for the day.

KYE-YAC, a philanthropic
organization created by
kids, for kids through the
efforts of local teen Kye
Masino, donated $1,000
to the Japan Relief Fund.

April 28 “One Heart” Benefit
Concert: Please see
separate article.

ABC Barber College: Manager Tom
McArthur recently spearheaded a
haircut benefit event at which
students and graduates of the
college donated their services all
day to benefit the Japan Relief Fund.
The college continues to accept
donations. Here, Tom joins City
Public Information Director Terry
Payne, fresh from a haircut and style
by ABC Barber College graduate
India Staumbaugh, whi is now with
New Reflections hair salon.
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Ongoing fund raiser: Anna Williams, a talented musician and performer who recently
moved back to Hot Springs after years of living and performing in the Dallas area, is
currently contacting arts organizations, musicians, and businesses that would like to
participate in the Japan relief efforts. She is working with interested parties to
coordinate an ongoing fund raiser. Interested individuals can contact Anna at
(501) 617-9437.

T-shirt fund raiser: Sister City Program
Coordinator Mary Neilson sports one of
Audra Jackson’s T-shirts. Audra, a Lakeside
High School graduate, partnered with her
brother John to design a Japan relief logo
and post their personalized items for sale
on www.zazzle.com/withloveproject.
A former Hanamaki student delegate
from Lakeside High School, Audra also
returned to Japan as an exchange
student, attending Hanamaki Higashi
High School. “My friends have agreed to
buy items and wear them around to raise
awareness,” Audra said. All proceeds go
to the HSNP Japan Relief Fund. Check
the site regularly for new items to buy! t

ASMSA to receive super science visitors from Osaka
O

n April 27 and 28, a group of science students from Osaka, Japan will
visit the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts. The
students come from Tennoji High School, the top school in academics
and in certain non-academic activities in the Kansai area on
the west side of Japan.
Tennoji is designated as a Super Science School. This
designation is awarded by the Japanese Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) to upper secondary schools that prioritize science, technology, and
mathematics.
The group of 19 students and 4 chaperones will arrive
on the morning of the 27th and participate in student
exchanges and classroom visits. One of the chaperones, a physical science teacher, will present a lecture
on the recent Japanese earthquake. That evening,
the students will stay in the dormitories with ASMSA students. The next morning, the students will have time for
more interaction with the students before they depart
for Wegner Crystal Mines to dig for crystals. The visitors
invited 19 ASMSA students to join them on the outing.
The plan is to develop a relationship
between the two schools that will enable the
students to exchange ideas and
develop international ties. The project
has been funded by the Super Science program to enable students from Osaka to return
to the United States annually for the next four
years. t
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Visit Sister City Program Coordinator
Mary Neilson’s blog at
www.hotspringssistercity.blogspot.com

Fall student / citizen travel update
The plans for delegations currently scheduled to travel to
Hanamaki September 3-11 are still proceeding. We are
closely monitoring the nuclear situation, as well as the
effects of the recovery on our sister city as we continue
the planning process. Every precaution will be taken to
ensure not only that the members of the delegation will be
safe, but also that we will not be a burden to our friends in
our sister city. One consideration is that in the aftermath
of such an unimaginable tragedy, receiving a group of
sister city visitors to celebrate the Hanamaki Festival
would be a welcome event after such a turbulent early
spring.
Applications for students wishing to be part of the 2011
student delegation have been received and are
being reviewed. As the situation becomes more clear,
a fund raiser will be held to benefit the scholarship fund.
If you are interested in contributing to the student
scholarship fund, donations can be mailed to P.O. Box
700, Hot Springs, AR 71909. Please indicate “student
scholarship” on the memo line.
The deadline for deposits for those wishing to be a
member of the fall citizen delegation has been
extended to May 15. For more information on
the citizen delegation, please contact Sister City
Program Coordinator Mary Neilson at
hotspringssistercity@yahoo.com or (501) 545-6960.

Hot Springs Sister City Program
P. O. Box 700
Hot Springs, AR 71902
Phone 501.545.6960
Fax 501.321.6809

Sister City Program on

8

More photos of the recent Hanamaki
trip can be seen by clicking on
the following links:
Hot Springs Sister City Program page
Hanamaki Int’l Exchange Association
When you visit these pages, please
indicate that you ‘like’ them.

“Dedicated to fostering global
awareness and appreciation through
cultural exchanges and shared
experiences”
A publication of the
Hot Springs Sister City Program
Hot Springs, Arkansas, USA
Volume 9, Issue 2
Spring 2011
Editor
Mary Neilson
Sister City Program Coordinator
hotspringssistercity@yahoo.com
Sister City Journal contributors
Public Information Department
Jeff Fields and Terry Payne
Sister City Journal online
E-subscribe to the journal now at
www.cityhs.net/services.html

