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Promote peace through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation – one individual, one community at a time.

Hot Springs Reservation turns 175

The Shishi Odori Deer Dancers of Hanamaki City will perform
several times in Hot Springs during the month of April.

On April 20, 1832, President
Andrew Jackson and the U.S.
Congress established Hot
Springs Reservation to protect
the 47 hot springs in the area.
This Act precedes the
establishment of the
Department of the Interior in
1849, and the designation of
Yellowstone as a national park
in 1872. The reservation was
eventually renamed Hot
Springs National Park in 1921,
thus becoming America’s 18th
national park.

On April 20-21, 2007, Hot
Springs National Park will
celebrate the 175th
anniversary of the signing of
this important act. Hanamaki
will send a delegation of
officials, citizens, and
performers to help celebrate
this historical event. Included
in this delegation are Mayor
Mitsuo Oishi and his wife
Toshie, City Assembly
Chairman Tadao Sato, and a
representative group of the
Shishi Odori Deer Dancers.

You’re Invited!
Friday, April 20
3:00 p.m.

Opening Ceremonies on Arlington Lawn — Shishi Odori Deer Dancer
Performance

4:30 p.m.

Anniversary Cake near the stage by display spring

6:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. Party in the Park — Variety of musical groups to perform
6:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

175th Celebration Banquet at The Arlington Hotel *
Sponsored by the City of Hot Springs and the Sister City Foundation
Tickets may be purchased by the public for $25 each at the
Chamber of Commerce

Saturday, April 21
9:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m. Events will be going on all day!
There will be bands performing on Arlington Lawn and a Family Fun Area in Hill Wheatley
Plaza. There will be lots to see and do while walking Bathhouse Row. You may even run into
someone who looks a lot like President Andrew Jackson.
To show support for this event, the Shishi Odori Deer Dancers will perform numerous times
in Hill Wheatley Plaza, starting at 11:30 a.m. For the latest updates on the Shishi Odori Deer
Dancer performances, visit www.sistercityfoundation.com.

Upcoming events
April 15, 2007
Teacher Scholarships
announced
April 6 - 30, 2007
Young Artist Showcase at the
Fine Arts Center
April 19 - 23, 2007
Hanamaki Mayor Oishi and
citizen delegation
visit Hot Springs
April 20, 2007
175th Anniversary of Hot
Springs Reservation
May 1, 2007
Deposit deadline for
September trip to Hanamaki
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Sister City Foundation News
Donna Casparian, HSNPSCF President

These next few
months are busy ones
for the Hot Springs
National Park Sister City Foundation. We
are again sponsoring the Sister City
International Art Contest this spring. Our
friends at the Hot Springs Fine Arts
Center have agreed to exhibit the
artwork at April Gallery Walk. In that
exhibition, we will also have examples of
postcards from the fun Etegami group
that visited Hot Springs last fall. All this
artwork will still be on display during the
175th anniversary celebration of the Hot
Springs Reservation.
During April, the Foundation will be
very involved in helping to host the
delegation of visitors from Hanamaki.

Mr. and Mrs. Mitsuo Oishi, the mayor
of Hanamaki and his wife, will be among
our honored guests. We are also very
excited that a group of Deer Dancers will
come with this group and perform during
the park festivities.
Many of these events will be filmed by
a group of wonderful students from the
Fountain Lake EAST Lab. These young
people have accepted the job of creating
a documentary about the Sister City
activities throughout the year. The
Foundation is working diligently to
provide scholarship funds to send this
group of highly motivated and skilled
high school students and their facilitator,
Mr. Dick Warrington, to Hanamaki this
fall to film the Hanamaki Festival.

Notes From Hanamaki

Ichiro Fudai, Hanamaki International Exchange Division

Unlike Western ideas,
Japanese usually only
celebrate anniversaries
every five years. Even such a small
difference like this is very fresh and
amazing to us when we experience it
abroad. This fact is always true for me.
Speaking of my experiences, I came over
to Hot Springs in October 1993, the first
year of the sister city relation.
It was my first time to visit the United
States, and whatever I saw was very new
and even surprising to me. Since I
wanted to save travel expenses (I was a
budget officer at that time), I flew from
Tokyo to San Francisco first. I stayed
there for a night and had a small tour in
the city on the following day. A guide
introduced some good touring spots by
bus. When the bus drove near a nice
park, the guide told me the area was
prohibited to have any alcoholic drinks
because of the ordinance. It was
unbelievable to me because there were
no places like that here in Japan as far
as I knew, and the place looked very nice
to read a book as I drank some beers. In
early spring, many Japanese go to parks
to have cherry blossom-viewing party as
they have meals and drinks sitting on the

ground. It is very typical to have a party
outside in springtime. The next day, I
reached Little Rock Airport after a night
layover in Memphis. I still recall the
scene when I saw the Hot Springs logo
near an exit of Little Rock Airport, though
I don’t see it there recently. I was very
secure to see the logo, and you can
easily understand the feeling. On that
day I stayed at a Little Rock hotel, as I
was expecting Mr. (Lance) Hudnell from
City Hall to pick me up on the following
day. When I was waiting for Mr.
Hudnell’s arrival in the lobby, I was struck
by a bad feeling as I read again a note
about the appointment with him. The
appointment date looked like the day
before, and he must have come there on
the previous day, not the day. “What
shall I do?” I was at loss. When I was
nearly about to call someone, Mr.
Hudnell appeared in the lobby and he
really looked like a guardian angel. At
present, I live on Central time as well as
Japan time but back then, I was confused
by the time difference. I was very young
then. In his car he asked me what kind
of experiences I wanted to get in Hot
Springs. According to my old report
about the trip, I answered I wanted to

For several years, the City of
Hanamaki has been encouraging the
Foundation to begin a program of
sending Hot Springs students to
Hanamaki. We hope our sending this
group of students will be the start of an
annual program for high school students
to visit Hanamaki and learn about their
culture, and in turn, bring their
knowledge back to the classroom to
share with their fellow students.
The Foundation would more than
welcome additional sponsors, both
corporate and individual, in helping us
realize this dream. Please contact me at
donna@sistercityfoundation.com for
information; or send your tax deductible
donation to: Hot Springs National Park
Sister City Foundation (Student/Teacher
Travel Scholarship Fund). See you at the
April festivities!!!

experience whatever ordinary Hot
Springs people do for their lives, unlike
an usual tourist. During my stay in Hot
Springs, though it was only ten days long,
I was treated like a usual resident as I
wanted to expect. City officials brought
me to companies, retailers and even
places with challenges. I realized my
long trip to Hot Springs was worth for
enjoying the amazing experiences. And I
learned what the words “Southern
Hospitality” meant.
Since the marvelous stay, I have been
involved in the Sister City Program.
Finally, this fiscal year marks the 15th
year after signing the agreement. In the
interval, I have been to Hot Springs
several times and I am going to come
back there to join the 175th anniversary
of the Hot Springs Reservation. What a
great honor it is to experience such
historic observances in my favorite city!
The idea to count years to celebrate
something may be different from each
culture, but it is very blessed to celebrate
events with good friends. I am looking
forward to sharing the great event with
my friends in Hot Springs as I feel the
same way back in 1993.
Visit the new “Notes From Hanamaki”
section at www.sistercityfoundation.com
and read blogs about Hanamaki from Mr.
Fudai.

Spring 2007

Sister City Journal, Page 3

Students learn more than 2+2
You can learn a great deal in five days if you set your mind to it. That is what twenty-one students from our sister city did
while in Hot Springs. Living with host families, attending school and learning about daily American life was on their agenda. The
students learned about American education by attending Lakeside High, Jessieville and Hot Springs Middle Schools.
They participated in math, science, computer, drama and art classes. The students watched basketball games, toured Hot
Springs and went bowling. They found similarities in music, food, and parental rules. The students developed an understanding of educational and cultural differences, but most importantly, lifelong friendships were made.

Having fun at Play by Play gymnastics
Center

Hiromi and her host family, the Ugbades

Participating in Kathy Roberts’ class
The Greens and Gravels host the table
tennis champs

Learning about the thermal water

Hanako and Hiro showing
Abby items from Japan

Mari learns how to make
pottery at Fox Pass

Mary Lou wins musical chairs

Kazuki can not believe what Taiki is holding

Kodai and Hiroki play basketball with Simon

Yuko and Yasawa are all smiles

Jordan and Yasuko swap languages

Hot Springs Sister City Program
P. O. Box 700
Hot Springs, AR 71902
501-655-3482
mbull@sendmemore.com
www.sistercityfoundation.com

“Dedicated to fostering global
awareness and appreciation
through cultural exchanges
and shared experiences”

Hanamaki students in Hot Springs

Travel to Hanamaki
as a delegate of
Hot Springs
Hot Springs will once again send a delegation to visit
our sister city. This trip is tentatively set for Saturday,
September 1 through Sunday, September 9, 2007.
The trip will include three days in history-rich Kyoto
and 4 days in Hanamaki. For more information, visit
www.sistercityfoundation.com or contact
Madeline Bull at mbull@sendmemore.com,
or 501-655-3482.
Estimated cost
Double Occupancy $3,100 each
Single Occupancy $3,300
A $500 non-refundable deposit is due by May 1.
Passports should be obtained now. Checks may be
made out to the Sister City Foundation and mailed to
the address at the top of this page.
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