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Exchange programs continue to grow

2012 has proven to be a record year for delegation visits. The September delegation that traveled from Hot Springs to Hanamaki was
the largest delegation on record. The 30 member group was made up of a business delegation, a student delegation, a citizen
delegation as well as two performers. There was also a teacher delegation that went to Hanamaki last summer along with two
Hanamaki student delegations that visited Hot Springs this fall. The hospitality experienced by each member of these groups made
the exchanges not only memorable, but “life changing.”
Mary Neilson, Sister City Program Coordinator

Tony and Barbara Booth
It was our intention to further the Sister Club relationship between the Hot Springs Village Rotary Club and the Hanamaki Rotary
Club. We did that and so much more. From the touring we did in Tokyo, to the welcoming dinner by the mayor of Hanamaki, and
finally, to the joint meeting of Rotarians from all three Hanamaki clubs, it was a wonderful experience. The Hanamaki area is so much
like Hot Springs that we thoroughly enjoyed seeing the sites. Finally to be able to watch and participate in the Harvest Festival was so
much fun. We trust that this trip will help cement the ongoing relationship between our two cities and our two Rotary Clubs.

Adrianne Kahn
A psychologist told me: to fend off dementia, challenge my brain with new tasks, especially
foreign travel. How do I sum up nine days of the most foreign experience in my life into one brief
paragraph? I have probably escaped dementia for three lifetimes. Japan, not the land of my
imagination. Many cars, but not the traffic congestion of Atlanta, New York or Houston. Hi tech,
but where was the wifi? 13 million people but no street signs; redwood forest that looked so like
California; every businessman walking to lunch wearing black pants, white shirt and a tie; everyone
had studied English but couldn’t speak, read or understand me. So to communicate without
Arabic numerals or common alphabet, I resorted to body language, throwing kisses & mime certainly, the opposite of the recommended non-facial expression recommended by their culture
and tour guides. In retrospect, communicating and being liked became my favorite part of the
trip. Almost immediately after giving folks my attention, I found most diplomats and strangers alike
warm, happy & delightful. We had an awesome time giving out free Hot Springs pins at the food
fair.
Hanamakians took a leap of faith, allowing me to pin the logos directly on them, totally clueless of
what they said. Aha, the joy of freebies transcends the Oriental Occidental divide, as does the
unmatched generosity of the Japanese people we met. I was moved to tears by the precious
experience of having an Ikebana class in the stunning home of a high level Sogetsu teacher,... only
to find it documented by the local newspaper. Japan was far from my preconceptions, but my visit
to Hanamaki opened my eyes to stunning geography, tender people, enormous breakfast buffets
and the origin of Karaoke. What could be more fun than Elvis with a Japanese accent?? Love, love
love the diplomats, HSSC coordinator and the fantastic students and adults I traveled with.
Vivian Katz (in reply to Adrianne’s description)
Very nice wording! Sums up Tokyo pretty well. What about the hot spring baths and the beautiful boat ride where the respect for nature was so evident? And the very visually-sensual parade?
These were more Hanamaki. This trip was truly an experience for all of the senses. The warm
water and quietness of the baths, the taste and texture of all the new and unusual foods, from
the noodles to the candy and sweets, the explosion of color and music at the parade and the
impact of the history and religion from this area. And the generosity of the people. I loved the
experience, and would go back again.

Local vocalist Deleen Davidson,
founder of the Muses Creative
Artistry Project, first endeared
Hanamaki audiences in 2009
when she was invited to perform
at a choral festival celebrating the
works of Kenji Miyazawa. Event
organizers were touched not only
by her vocal performance, but
also her work in organizing
a fundraising event for those
affected by the March 2011
earthquake and tsunami
that struck eastern Japan.
Davidson and accompanist Alan
Armstrong traveled to
Hanamaki to perform at the
choral festival held September
2. The duo also traveled to the
coastal area and performed a
concert in one of the cities that
had been devastated by the
tsunami to provide a musical
respite for the individuals who
had lost so much.
Davidson lost her own home to
Hurricane Katrina in 2006.
Here, she performs with youth
chaperone Clifton Coleman.

Steve Arrison
I was not sure what to expect when I was selected to be a part of the first business delegation from our community to visit Japan
and our sister city of Hanamaki. I was very impressed with the people of Japan, with their unmatched hospitality, and with the great
economic opportunities that can be realized through strengthening the relationships between our communities. Working together
we can accomplish many things that will benefit both of our countries.

Don Gooch
Sister City is a good way to describe the relationship between
Hanamaki and Hot Springs. Sisters are family, and family takes
care of each other. When I was in Hanamaki, I felt as if I was a
guest of honor wherever I went. Quality food, access to
business leaders, and natural beauty were all factors that
made my trip special. I have already had the chance to host a
visitor from Hanamaki in my home, and it meant a great deal
to me and my family to be able to return the hospitality.
Observing best practices of their chamber, their banks, and
some local businesses was very beneficial for our business
delegation. Seeing the culture, meeting the people, and
experiencing the hospitality definitely changed my
perspective on life forever!

Kay Brockwell
The business exchange did
what we hoped it would
do. It opened avenues of
communication between
our city’s business
community and the
Hanamaki/Iwate
Prefecture business
community, and as a
result, we are working
together on programs
which will be economically
beneficial to both our
regions.
We have follow-up plans
on programs which
will grow tourism
exchanges as well as
manufacturing exchanges.
We came home with some
business opportunities
for some of our
manufacturers, as well
as some marketing
possibilities for some of
Hanamaki’s manufacturers.
We can’t wait to expand
on these relationships
and grow this business
connection.

Eleven students were selected to go to Japan in September. The quotes on the following page are from letters to their host families.

Jacob deLinde: “Japan has influenced me to go home and be a better person.”
Madison Sorrell: “I felt like I was a part of my host family. I love Japan.”
Grant Williams: “My only wish is that Kazuo and Miki could have come home with me.”
Cassie Exum: “There are not any words to express my appreciation for this past week. I enjoyed getting to know your culture, food and kimonos.”
Caroline Cole: “Mrs. Sato reminds me very much of my own mother. Sato family, if you come to America, my home is open to you.”
Jarrett Hornsby: “Visiting Hanamaki was one of the greatest experiences in my life.”
Zach Seresinhe: “Kimura family, thank you for your extreme kindness and love you expressed to me.”
Maribell Perrigo: “I was surprised every time someone called me beautiful. The rose garden was breathtaking and my host family made me feel welcome.”
Abby Dilick: “Tada family, the food was so delicious that mother cooked. My home is open if you want to visit me.”
Cloey Brown: “Japan changed my life. I really wish I could go back right now.”
B.J. Osterberger: “The people in Japan are polite and live by an honor code. I would recommend this trip to any student without hesitation.”
Clifton Coleman, Chaperone: “Students grow in appreciation of the size and scope of humanity and recognize that kindness and love are universal.”

Each year since the sister city relationship began with Hanamaki, student delegations have been traveling to Hot Springs from
Hanamaki to learn about American life and schools. Two delegations of students have visited Hot Springs this fall.

The first delegation arrived in Arkansas on the evening of
October 30. Students stayed with host families and were able
to visit six different Garland County schools and tour Clinton
Library, Heifer International, the capitol in Little Rock and
celebrate the very American holiday Halloween. The group of 7
students and 2 chaperons spent their first full day in Hot Springs
visiting Hot Springs High School where they were able to attend
a district-wide pep rally with students from all Hot Springs school
district schools, K-12, cheering on their team for a game against
Lakeside. After a ride on a “big yellow school bus” furnished by
Hot Springs School district, the students spent the afternoon
interacting with students and teachers at Cutter Morning Star.
The second school day, students attended their host students’
schools – Jessieville, Fountain Lake, Lakside, Hot Springs, and
Lake Hamilton. The students enjoyed exploring Hot Springs,
visiting area attractions, and shopping with their host families.
The chaperons, one of whom is a baseball coach and very fond
of American football, were even able to attend an Arkansas
Razorback football game thanks to Sister City Program friends
who supplied them with transportation and tickets. The visit
came to an end on November 4, as tears flowed down the cheeks
of students and their host families when saying farewell. The
strangers that they met only a few days before had become
a part of their American family.
The second student delegation was a group of twelve high school
students and two chaperons from Hanamaki Higashi High School,
sister school of Lakeside High School. The group was welcomed
to Hot Springs at a welcome reception held at Lakeside High
School where the students and their host families spent time
getting to know each other over a meal catered by Smokin’ In
Style. The student delegates stayed with Lakeside host families,

attended Lakeside High School, and enjoyed a Little Rock tour
with students from Lakeside. In addition to other Hot Springs
attractions, the students visited the light display at Garvan
Gardens, and many attended Lakeside’s Madrigal Feast. The host
families and volunteer interpreters were treated to an “Until We
Meet Again” dinner hosted by Hanamaki Higashi at Larry’s Pizza.
A special “thank you” to Hot Springs Mountain Tower,
MidAmerica Science Museum, Arvest Bank, and sister city
volunteers who helped with translation, transportation and
making sure the delegates had an amazing and memorable
trip to America.

Each year, the Hot Springs
Sister City Foundation
provides scholarships for
Garland County teachers
to travel to Hanamaki,
Japan for one week.
During the week, the
teachers visit area
schools, museums,
shrines, temples, stay
with host families and
experience life in our
sister city. The 2012
teacher scholarship
recipients were from
Alena Mcnew from
Jessieville School District,
Ashley Brown and Jana
Catlett from Lake
Hamilton School
District, and Kathy
Hopper from Cutter
Morning Star School
District.

Kathy Hopper
The strong commitment and personal
deference to the “school as a community”
exhibited by the children in Hanamaki
made a big impact on how I view
education.
I visited four different schools while in
Hanamaki. The schools varied socioeconomically, some facilities were more
modern and well-equipped than others.
However, the common link between them
was the polite and obedient behavior of
the students. Each principal validated
these observations and said their schools
have no discipline problems.
The difference, as I see it, is that in
Hanamaki the importance of the
community and cooperation is placed
above that of the individual. If a child were
to misbehave in a classroom, he would be
viewed as selfish and impolite. His
behavior would disrupt the learning of the
other students and undermine his own
success. Making a contribution is
important to the success of the individual
and the community. In one elementary
school the students donned chef’s coats
and hats and served lunch to their
classmates. I saw no food thrown away.
After lunch the students washed the

dishes and cleaned the entire school!
Including the bathrooms and toilets! With
no school buses, at the end of the day,
the older students lead groups of children
on their walk home. America fosters civil
liberties, freedoms, and the creation of
strong individuals. Educators make many
modifications to meet each student’s individual learning goals and styles. What is
lacking is the culture of school as a community. Our students need to
practice stewardship as individuals by
serving within the

“community of a school.” Additionally,
children need to hold each other
accountable for poor classroom behavior
that can undermine their success. Both
of these strategies could greatly enhance
education and create strong individuals
who are also thoughtful community
members. We can learn this from Japan.
Applications for teachers interested in
travel in June of 2013 and can be
obtained by clicking here or emailing
sistercity@sbcglobal.net after February 1.

The Bon Odori dancers, a group of Japanese folk dancers from Hot Springs Village, danced at a special homecoming reception held at
the Museum of Discovery in Little Rock on September 15. The homecoming reception was for Miss Kyoto-shi, a Japanese friendship
doll. The originally doll arrived at the Arkansas Museum of Natural History and Antiquities (now the Museum of Discovery) shortly
after the museum was founded in 1927, as a part of a program to send 58 Japanese Friendship Dolls to American museums and
libraries. Over the years, a few dolls were lost, but Miss Kyoto-shi remained in Little Rock. In 2011, she was returned to Japan to be
restored. After being restored free of charge by the grandson of the original artist, her return to Little Rock was heralded by the
elegant and graceful Bon Odori dancers, who lent a touch of Japanese authenticity to the affair. The ladies who make up the Bon
Odori dance group frequently serve as volunteer interpreters for sister city visitors.

A twenty-three-year-old recent graduate of Full Sail University, Jesse Gutman has been using his degree in Computer
Animation and Game Art as a Senior Artist at a small game development studio, Vex Studios, for a little over a year now.
However, Jesse has had a strong interest in both Japan and China that dates back much further. Currently, he can speak
conversational Chinese, and is at a beginner’s level in Japanese (being able to read and write hiragana and katakana, with
an additional several hundred Chinese characters). His interests range from 3D art (his current career) and technology, to
language acquisition, international outreach, and Japanese culture and history.
Jesse has dedicated much of his free time outside his career in 3D animation to tutor Japanese, Chinese, and Vietnamese
university students in English. His primary motivation being friendship, he has come to realize the value of understanding
people from other countries and cultures, and making connections that he sees as invaluable. With the chance to further
delve into his lifelong interests and goals, Jesse has expressed both excitement and eagerness to be involved in the Hot
Springs and Hanamaki Sister City organization.
When he first heard about the opportunity to work for Hanamaki City in an international relations capacity, he was thrilled to pursue it. Upon being
accepted for the position, Jesse’s responsibilities in Hanamaki will include social media outreach, fulfilling city translation needs, advising and promoting
sister city exchange activities, and receiving foreign guests, among others.
Aside from fulfilling his duties at Hanamaki City Hall, Jesse hopes to create long lasting friendships in Hanamaki, and further strengthen the bond
between the sister cities that has now lasted over twenty years.
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