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Promote peace through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation – one individual, one community at a time.

Hanamaki to send two cultural groups in November

Taiko drums are used by the
Towa Yogumanzu theater group.

Etegami is the art of creating
postcards.

Upcoming events
October 19, 2006, 6:30 p.m.
Host family meeting
Garland County Library
Auditorium
November 2, 2006, 5:30 p.m.
Sister City Foundation
meeting
G.C. Library, Room A
November 8—11, 2006
Aritou Japanese Etegami
group visits Hot Springs
November 15—18, 2006
Towa Yogumanzu theater
group visits Hot Springs
January 5—10, 2007
Hanamaki student delegation
visits Hot Springs

Two cultural exchange groups will honor
Hot Springs with a visit this fall.
On Wednesday, November 8 through
Saturday, November 11, Mrs. Yoshiko
Ogawa, Mrs. Makiko Terui and Mrs. Soko
Tada of the Aritou Japanese Etegami group
will be in Hot Springs. The group, formed in
2004, has 14 members. Etegami is the art
of creating postcards by drawing or painting
and adding a short message. The group’s
name, Aritou, means “feeling of gratitude.”
They give volunteer demonstrations of
Etegami to all ages. Their work is amazing
as well as beautiful.
Five members of the Towa Yogumanzu
theater group will visit from Wednesday,
November 15 until Saturday, November 18.
Mrs. Junko Haruyama, Mrs. Megumi
Kumagai, Mrs. Takako Takahashi, Mrs.
Yuko Chiba and Mr. Miya Hoshigarasu will
stage traditional Japanese fairy tales
written by Kenji Miyazawa using the Iwate
dialect. They will also perform traditional
Shishimai and Onikenbai dances, using

Taiko drums. Their name, Yogumanzu,
means “an exclamation of Iwate dialect
that expresses a surprise or gladness.”
We hope to surprise the theater group
when Hot Springs Middle School’s drama
department, directed by Wendy Fischer,
performs “Thousand Paper Cranes” on
November 17and 18. This is a true and
poignant story of a young Japanese girl and
her quest to make a thousand paper cranes
in hopes that her wish - to be well again would be granted. Come join the fun by
watching our students spread the message
of global peace.
Demonstration and performance times
during the delegation visits will be available
after October 16, 2006. You may email
mbull@sendmemore.com or call 501-6553482 for a copy of the schedule. You may
also use the above contact information if
you would like to volunteer during these
exchanges. Don’t miss out on these
wonderful cultural events or the opportunity
to make new international friends!

A teacher reflects on Hanamaki
On June 10, 2006, Clifton Coleman, Jr.
of Hot Springs Middle School, along with
Mark and Janet Bremer of the Jessieville
School District, traveled to Hanamaki,

Japan. The trip was sponsored to promote
a cultural exchange between Hot Springs
and Hanamaki and to observe elementary
and junior high schools. The purpose of the
observation is to compare
and contrast teaching styles
between the two school
systems and bring back any
information that might be
beneficial in fostering
learning in our students.
National Park Medical
Center is to be commended
for its invaluable
contribution as leading
sponsor of the Sister City
Program. The following
statements are reflections
by Mr. Coleman of his
experience.

The Hanamaki Junior High Student Council with Marc and Janis
Bremer and Clifton Coleman, SCF teacher representatives.

cont. on page 2
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A teacher’s reflections, from page 1

Clifton Coleman, Jr. visits a
special education classroom.

“...learning is a
joint adventure of
the teacher and
student to discover
how life works. It is
a joy to teach!”

A Hanamaki student works
long division problems.

I really did not know what to expect before
I went. The honor of being selected was still
sinking in as I prepared for the trip. I studied
the information provided by the foundation
and the city. I learned the customs,
rudimentary greetings, and requests in the
Japanese language. As I look back, the
custom of exchanging gifts is very revealing as
to Japanese manner and culture.
Mayor Oishi of Hanamaki gave a reception
in our honor, and gifts were exchanged. For
the mayor, I requested and received an
Arkansas Traveler’s Certificate from long-time
friend, Secretary of State Charlie Daniels. Gift
exchange stook place at the various schools. I
had prepared gifts of candy, and Entergy
donated gifts of pencils and caps. A video of
students performing at Hot Springs Middle
School and music and photos taken by my
students was given. My church, Apostolic
Faith Tabernacle, provided videotaped
greetings in Japanese and English which I also
offered as gifts.
As I rode the 200 mph bullet train from
Tokyo to Hanamaki, my first thought was,
“Where are the people?” No one was on the
street at 11 a.m., even though there were
miles and miles of 20- to 30- story
apartments. No one was on the decks of the
buildings or milling in the street. Everyone
was busy doing something.
Here are some major things I have learned
from this trip:
♦

8th grade classmates from
Hanamaki Kita Junior High
School.

♦

♦

♦
♦

Teacher delegates point
out the map location of Hot
Springs, Arkansas.

♦

♦

♦

♦
♦
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♦
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♦

The purpose of moral education is to teach
thoughtfulness, according to another
principal. Education is meaningless unless
kindness and politeness are used.
The giving of gifts is a reflection of one’s
thoughtfulness for the receiver of the gift.
Even the wrapping paper is treasured as a
reflection of thoughtfulness.
Students learn with greater enthusiasm and
motivation because there is joy in the
discovery of new things. I watched as third
graders created a layout for an entire newspaper. Some of them were so preoccupied
they didn’t notice our presence there.
I saw a computer that had been
disassembled by an eighth grade class to
study its component parts.
I saw classrooms with thirty children and two
teachers in a co-teaching arrangement.
I had lunch in a junior high cafeteria where
the only sound was the clicking of
chopsticks and the gasps among the
visitors.
Watching a first grade student copying a
long division problem, I was told that he
wasn’t learning it yet, just practicing on how
to line up the problem. Later, he would be
taught how to “say” the problem and
practice the language of math as he actually
learns division.
Our schools are on the right track with the
demand for academic excellence, but we
must never forget that children don’t care
how much you know until they know how
much you care.
I went 10,000 miles to learn that Jessieville,
Arkansas, has an outstanding principal in
Janis Bremer, and that Mark Bremer can
really sing.

Students at one elementary school go to the
cafeteria with little white hats and coats, put
food and milk on trays, roll them to the
classroom where they served the teachers
food. (They put me in a big chair because I
I conclude that learning is a joint adventure
am tall.) The students had planned the
of the teacher and student to discover how life
menu of shrimp lobster curry rice bean mix
and mango drink. Afterwards, they cleaned works. It is a joy to teach!
up everything.
Clifton Coleman, Jr., teacher
Teachers (sensas) are considered in Japan
Hot Springs Middle School
to be descendants of the Samurai, a warrior
class in the 13th century. They are highly
respected by students.
Students are highly respected by teachers
and are treated with kindness;
consequently, there are few discipline
problems.
I signed autographs and shook hands
because Americans are treated with respect
and admiration.
The mission statement at one of the schools
started each paragraph with the symbol for
a heart. The principal explained through the
translator that meant everything done by the
Elementary students served teachers a
school has to be done “with compassion.”
meal they planned, served and cleaned
up afterwards.
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The most amazing student performance
Having been in education for 25 years, I had never seen a student performance like the one I experienced in Hanamaki,
Japan. The most remarkable aspect of this performance is that the students didn’t know they were performing; they were just
doing what they always did. Here’s the story.
The first school we were privileged to visit in Hanamaki during our teacher exchange trip in June was Hanamaki Junior High,
a school of approximately 500 students in grades 7-9. This day they were having a pep rally for all their athletic teams, which
would be competing soon in a district competition. I was first thrilled to see how many teams were being “cheered” on. There
were the usual baseball, basketball, and soccer teams, but in addition there were the ping pong, badminton, martial arts,
gymnastics, tennis, and other sports teams, all holding equal rank. As a middle school principal, I loved the idea that all the
teams were equally important and deserving of this pep rally! At
this age, students need many opportunities to find a place that
fits for them, and at Hanamaki Junior High it was clear that there
were many such opportunities!
As the rally began, the band played. In marched the students
who placed themselves in perfect rows on the gymnasium floor,
with girls on one side and boys on the other. Between the two
groups, each team entered with a regal quietness. After
introductory speeches by our group of visitors, each team came
to the podiums, introduced themselves individually and huddled
to give a cheer, followed by school cheers and songs. The
student body sat on the gym floor or stood in their perfect rows.
With so many teams, this event continued for more than an hour.
The Hanamaki Junior High sports teams introduce themselves. So what was so remarkable about this student performance? It
was that during this assembly, I watched 500 junior high students
sit or stand quietly, focused on the speakers, and never once did I see a student turn to his or her neighbor to talk.
Never once did I see a teacher or administrator have to ask for
the students’ attention; never once did I see any disruption to the
ceremony at hand. The students didn’t know that they were giving
me the most remarkable student performance ever, but they most
certainly were!
The great respect that these students showed to one another
was the epitome of Hanamaki culture, and was the most impresssive part of my experience there. Respect for others and courtesy at
the highest levels cause other very interesting cultural phenomenon, one of which was that there is no crime in Hanamaki. This
concept was so fascinating to me that I probed further to see exactly what “no crime” meant. Hanamaki is a city of about 130,000
people, and our wonderful hosts couldn’t remember when there had
last been a murder in their city; there was no burglary to speak of;
Hanamaki Junior High cheerleaders lead the assembly.
and when I asked about illegal drugs, they emphatically informed me
that there was absolutely no illegal drug use. The emphasis on
respect for others and Japan’s strong family structure produces so much more than just remarkable pep rallies.
The challenge now is how to share the fabulous benefits of a respect-based culture with my students at Jessieville Middle
School. One way will be our opportunity to become a sister school with Ohasama Junior High, which is a “country” school in
Hanamaki. Located in one of the recently-annexed districts, Ohasama is the only school with school buses because of their
students who live too far away to ride bicycles or walk to school. With a student population close in size to our school, the
similarities provide an excellent avenue for a sister school relationship. Through this opportunity, I hope to bring the excellent
aspects of the Japanese culture -- respect, attention to detail, love of beauty, emphasis on character development, and so
much more -- to my school.
Janis Bremer, principal
Jessieville Middle School

Sister City Foundation News
Donna Casparian, HSNPSCF President

Greetings! My name is Donna Casparian. I have assumed the office of president of the Hot Springs
Sister City Foundation. I would like to thank Sharon Waxler, the immediate past president, for her
wonderful leadership this past year.

Continued on page 4

Hot Springs Sister City Program
P. O. Box 700
Hot Springs, AR 71902
Phone: 501-655-3482
Fax: 800-436-6629
Email: mbull@sendmemore.com

“Dedicated to fostering global
awareness and appreciation
through cultural exchanges
and shared experiences”

Foundation News, from page 3

During our recent meeting, we had a wonderful presentation by the recipients of this year’s teacher
scholarship to Hanamaki, Cliff Coleman, from Hot Springs Middle School, and Janis Bremer, principal of
Jessieville Middle School. These two educators were positively bubbling about their experiences in
Hanamaki and were anxiously awaiting the beginning of the new school year to be able to share these
experiences with their students. Thanks to a most generous donation from our leading corporate
sponsor, National Park Medical Center (which they have very graciously renewed for several years) and a
grant from the Elizabeth Wagner Foundation, the Sister City Foundation has continued to be able to send
Garland County public school teachers each summer to Hanamaki for an enlightening educational
experience. This is “trickle down economics” at its best --- this relatively small investment of capital for
sending just two teachers per year is multiplied many times over by those selected teachers spending
time in the classroom educating many children about the culture of Hanamaki and Japan. Teachers like
Sharon Waxler and Paula Bettis, past recipients of this scholarship, open the eyes of a whole new group
of students year after year about their experiences in Japan. Each year we are fortunate to have
additional teachers who can share these insights into another culture with more students in our public
schools.
If you would like to share in this investment in the education of our school children, I would
encourage you to join the Sister City Foundation. For as little as $25 for an individual membership or
$10 for the student level, you can be a member of this organization. I would be more than happy to
speak with any businesses who may wish to join at a corporate level. We are still looking for sponsorship
for high school student scholarships to Hanamaki. The Morris Foundation has provided seed money for
this opportunity, and we are hoping to add to this fund for sending at least two students in the near
future to Hanamaki.
On a personal note, our Sister City Program has provided a wonderful learning experience for my
family over many years. We have hosted many young students and adults from Hanamaki, and each
person has brought new insight and new friendships to our family. Both of my sons have been involved
with international studies in college, and I certainly believe that participation in the Sister City Program
opened their eyes at a very young age to the world beyond Hot Springs. I would especially encourage
families with young children to take advantage of this wonderful cultural exchange in order to develop
knowledgeable and caring citizens of the world.
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