SUMMER 2012

HOT SPRINGS
Voted Sister Cities International

BEST OVERALL PROGRAM
Inside
Compassionate exchange 3
Business leader visit 6
Student delegation 7
Teacher scholarship 9

2

Good Job, Hot Springs!

In early May, fantastic news was received from Sister Cities International. Hot Springs’ Sister City
Program, which is paired with the city of Hanamaki, Japan, was named the Best Overall Program
for cities with a population between 25,001 and 50,000 residents.
This award, though it recognizes the overwhelming level of activity in 2011, has been 19 years
coming. The level of activity and support in spite of past obstacles, controversy, and even
natural disaster has served to strengthen the resolve of our program.
The award was possible because of the reinstatement of our membership in Sister City
International in 2011. The membership to this organization had lapsed in 2008 due to budget
constraints when the program was funded by the City of Hot Springs. Since program support
was assumed by Visit Hot Springs, the membership was reinstated. Reinstatement allows our
program to participate in activities like the recent exchange funding awarded to Hot Springs,
International Student Art and Writing competition, as well as this major recognition.
Thank you to all of the supporters of the Sister City Program over the past 19 years. Your
hospitality, support, and dedication laid the groundwork for this prestigious award, which will
be presented at Sister City International’s Annual Convention in mid-July in Jacksonville, Florida. t

A Compassionate Exchange:
the story continues

Davidson to perform in Japan, Furukawa in Hot Springs

In 2006 when Hurricane Katrina struck the coastal area of Louisiana and evacuees sought refuge
in Hot Springs, friends in Hanamaki collected funds to assist those evacuees. One of the Katrina
evacuees from the hurricane was Deleen Davidson, who decided to make Hot Springs her home
and founded The Muses Creative Artistry Project. Flash forward three years, when Hanamaki
invited a Hot Springs artist to come to Hanamaki to perform at the music festival honoring the
poetry of Kenji Miyazawa. Davidson was chosen to represent Hot Springs in this role.
The next chapter in this story: the Great East Japan Earthquake and resulting tsunami that struck
the Iwate Prefecture, where Hanamaki is located, caused more than 1000 evacuees to seek
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refuge in Hanamaki. The people of Hot Springs and across the state of Arkansas rallied together 4
by making personal contributions and gathering donations to assist those in need in our sister
city, raising more than $25,000. One of these fund raisers was sponsored by The Muses Creative
Artistry Project. In gratitude for the support of Davidson and The Muses, the organizers of the
Hanamaki Choral Festival have invited her to return to Hanamaki for their September celebration.
Of her upcoming trip, Davidson said, “Music gives voice to universal emotions. It crosses all
language and cultural barriers, and sends a strong message of solidarity -- connecting hearts, and
communicating understanding. For me to share in this artistic exchange is a unique and intimate
experience, and I was honored to be asked. I will be singing about hope and healing. As one
whose home and community were destroyed by a natural disaster, I am personally grateful to
have the opportunity to sing in this festival to celebrate the courage of the Japanese people,
and their recovery and rebirth following the devastating tsunami. For me, performing is always
a shared experience. I receive much more than I send out. I will come back with more
understanding of these kind people and their rich culture, and more in my heart than I could
possibly have given with my songs.”
When Davidson was last in Hanamaki, she performed with classically-trained baritone soloist
Seiichi Furukawa, a Tokyo resident. In response to Hot Springs’ outpouring of support following
last year’s tragic earthquake and tsunami in Japan, Furukawa will present a concert free of charge
at 2 p.m. on Friday, June 8 at First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington Avenue in Hot Springs.
Sister City Program supporters are encouraged to bring a friend to the performance, which is
co-sponsored by the Hot Springs National Park Sister City Foundation, Visit Hot Springs and The
Muses Creative Artistry Project.
Furukawa’s father, a resident of Hanamaki, told Furukawa of Hot Springs’ generosity following
the disaster. Furukawa decided to visit the Spa City throughout next week to thank the local
residents in song. At the Friday concert, he will be accompanied as a professional courtesy by
Hee-Kyung Juhn, Director of Keyboard Instruction at Henderson University. The concert will be
videotaped by former teacher scholarship recipient Larry Wilson for future broadcast on City12,
Hot Springs’ government access cable TV channel.
On Saturday evening, June 9, Furukawa will perform with soprano Deleen Davidson of The Muses
Creative Artistry Project during the Hot Springs Music Festival’s Progressive Concert along
Bathhouse Row.
Furukawa received his Ph.D. in vocal music from the Musashino Academy of Music in Tokyo, with
a concentration in opera. He holds a second Ph.D. in media design from Keio University in Tokyo.
He is a soloist with the Tokyo Nikikai Opera Theater, performing throughout Japan and across
Europe. Past roles include the Count in The Marriage of Figaro, Guglielmo in Cosi fan tutte,
Papageno in The Magic Flute, and Onegin in Eugene Onegin. In October 2010, Furukawa was
named Hanamaki IHATOV Goodwill Ambassador by the Iwate Prefecture.
To volunteer for Sister City events, call Mary Neilson at 545-6960. t

One Heart
Songs of

Love
&
Life
from the people of

Japan
You are invited to attend
“Arigato”
A concert by Japanese opera baritone

Seiichi Furukawa
in gratitude for the compassion shown by the people of Hot Springs after the
March 11 , 2011 Greatest Japan Earthquake and Tsunami

Friday, June 8, 2012
First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington Avenue

Concert 2:00 pm
Admission is FREE

Seiichi Furukawa,
Baritone

Deleen Davidson,
Soprano

Dr. Hee‐Kyung Juhn,
Piano

E‐mail: hotspringssistercity@yahoo.com or call: 501.463.4514
Support for The Muses Creative Artistry Project is provided, in part, by the Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage, and the National Endowment for the Arts
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Business delegation to visit Japan

seeks expansion of trade, tourism between two countries
Four Hot Springs business leaders will visit Japan in September as part of a delegation to seek
opportunities to expand investment, tourism and tourism development.
Hot Springs is one of seven United States cities selected by Sister Cities International to receive
the Leading Asia: Renewing the U.S. and Japan Sister Cities Network exchange funding. The
funding will enable a 10-day visit by the Hot Springs delegation to their Japanese sister city,
Hanamaki.
The Hot Springs delegation will include:
• Kay Brockwell, director of economic development for the Hot Springs Metro Partnership, whose mission
will be to explore the possibility of development in foreign direct investment and trade partnerships
between Hot Springs and Japan.
• Don Gooch, Board chairman of the Hot Springs Metro Partnership, who will focus on the financial aspects
of prospective foreign direct investment and developing business opportunities between Hot Springs and
Japan.
• Jackie Arrison, vice president chief operating officer for the Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce,
who will determine what potential exchanges between Hot Springs and Japanese businesses may exist for
future development.
• Steve Arrison, CEO of Visit Hot Springs, who will seek opportunities to expand tourism and tourism
development between Hanamaki and Hot Springs.

Sister Cities International said, “Through the Leading Asia funding, the Sister City Program plans
to expand the scope of its exchanges to include business development focused on the creative
economies identified in Hot Springs’ current strategic plan for economic growth. These creative
economies include health and wellness, arts and recreation and quality of place.
“The Hot Springs-Hanamaki relationship, formalized in January 1993, places emphasis on
educational and cultural exchange. The cities have also collaborated on tourism, a vital sector
to both economies. The Leading Asia exchange funding program was awarded to a total of 12
United States.”
The purpose of the funding is to launch programming in the following areas: business
development, sustainability, creative economies, and young professional development. In 2011,
five cities were awarded funding during the first round.
The Leading Asia: Renewing the U.S. and Japan Sister Cities Network is funded by a grant from
the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnerships. The objective of this grant award
is to improve and expand existing relationships between the U.S. and Japan. t
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2012 Student Delegation
Giving themselves, receiving life-changing experiences in return
The Sister City Student Delegate Program,
sponsored by the Hot Springs Sister City
Foundation, has experienced tremendous
growth over the past four years. Each year
the program impacts the lives of more
Garland County youth. In 2009, two
delegates traveled to Hanamaki. This year
there will be 13, bringing the total number
of young ambassadors to 30 over the past
four years.
Thirty-four students from across Garland
County applied to be part of the 2012 student
delegation. Applications were reviewed and
twenty applicants were interviewed, asked
questions varying from “Why do you want to
go to Hanamaki?” to “What do you have to
share if you are chosen as a delegate?” It
was difficult for the Education Committee to
reduce the number to thirteen from so many
highly qualified applicants.
Cliff Coleman will serve as group chaperone
for the second consecutive year. Coleman
serves as Intervention Specialist at Langston
Aeronautical and Environmental School, part
of the Hot Springs School District. He works
with the students in the months leading up to
the September visit to assist them in
preparing for their journey. Over the next
few months, the group will meet, spend time
getting to know each other, and form a bond
that this common experience will strengthen.
They will prepare a performance to share with
the people of Hanamaki. Each will play a role
depending on their gifts and talents.
Whether a pianist or cheerleader, each
will have something to share. Part of the
preparation is making sure the students

understand the true meaning of “ ‘Tis better to
give than receive.” By sharing of themselves
and their culture, they gain a more accurate
understanding of the Japanese culture. The
following is an excellent illustration of the
experience of one of last year’s student
delegates and the benefits that she
derived from being a delegate. t
Dear Mr. Coleman and
Mrs. Neilson,
Today I competed in the State
Oratorical Speech Contest and
won first place with a $2,500
scholarship. I would just like
to thank you again for
helping me gain confidence
to do these kinds of things.
You have helped me achieve my dreams, and I’m
sure that will continue. Once again, thank you for
all you have done, I appreciate it greatly.
Sincerely,
Emily Gentles
Emily,
We are so very proud of you. I could see success
in your eyes the first time I saw you. I felt the
energy, leadership and passion as you played the
flute at the Methodist Church last year. You have
always had this potential. The great thing is, you
have more untapped. Remember to stay humble
and prayerful as you ascend the mountain of life.
Whatever you choose in life, if you let it be that
thing that you love to do, you will always exceed
even your own expectations.
- Clif Coleman
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2012 student delegates
Clockwise, from top left
Cassie Exum, 10th Grade, Lakeside High School
Maribelle Perrigo, 10th Grade, Lakeside High School
Caroline Cole, 9th Grade, Lakeside High School
B.J. Osterberger, 11th Grade, ASMSA
Abby Dilick, 9th Grade, Lakeside Jr. High School
Cloey Brown, 8th Grade, Hot Springs Middle School
Jarrett Hornsby, 10th Grade, Lake Hamilton High
Madison Sorrell, 9th Grade, Lake Hamilton High
Jacob deLinde, 11th Grade, Fountain Lake High
Grant Williams, 11th Grade, Lake Hamilton High
Zachary Seresinhe, 11th Grade, Lakeside High School

Meet the 2012 Garland County
Teacher Scholarship Recipients
Teachers to Travel to Hanamaki in June
The Hot Springs Sister City Foundation has chosen the four 2012 recipients of annual teacher
scholarships. The Tohoku tsunami and resulting nuclear crisis that gripped Japan in the spring
of 2011 forced the teacher scholarship trip for that summer to be cancelled. Customarily, the
foundation has sponsored two or three teachers. However, since last year’s plans were
cancelled, the number was increased to four. The foundation’s Teacher Scholarship
Committee selected the top applicants for interviews, from which four were chosen
to represent Garland County schools when they travel to Hanamaki in June.
Each teacher will share their teaching experiences and practices with the teachers they meet
in Hanamaki. Of course, they will be able to visit many different classrooms at schools
throughout Hanamaki and bring the experience back to share with Garland County students.
The teachers will also stay in private homes with host families while in Hanamaki, furthering their
cultural experience.
Jana Catlett is a fifth grade Science and Social Studies teacher at Lake
Hamilton Intermediate School. She also serves as English as a Second
Language (ESL) Facilitator, Wolfpack Newsletter writer, and Runnin’
Wolves Coach. She is a member of First Baptist Church of Hot Springs,
where she serves as Sunday School teacher for adults with special
needs and sings in a ladies’ ensemble, Refuge. She enjoys singing,
traveling, reading, cooking, trying new restaurants, sports, and
spending time with her family. She and her husband, Kevin, have two
children, Malorie and Avery. Her love for Arkansas and Hot Springs
are the main reason she is interested in travel and history. She enjoys
visiting new places and learning new ideas to share with her family and students. Jana said, “My
love for Arkansas and Hot Springs are the main reason I am interested in travel and history. I
enjoy visiting new places and learning new ideas to share with my family and students.”
Alena McNew, a second-year English and Business teacher at Jessieville
High School, is married with three young children. She previously
taught a variety of business, marketing, multimedia, and work-based
learning courses at a large high school for five years. She received
undergraduate and Master’s degrees from the University of Arkansas
in Fayetteville. Recently, she obtained her licensure to be an educational administrator, a position she hopes to pursue in the future. McNew
promised herself when she entered the teaching profession ten years
ago that she would never stop learning.
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That is why she said she loves to travel: “Learning is what made me choose my profession.
Learning is what keeps me going daily. I feel there is a learning experience in every occurrence
that happens during our life. The more places one goes, the more one learns, and the more
one is able to grow as an individual.”
Ashley Brown holds bachelor’s degrees in Communication/Mass
Media and Early Childhood Education, and is currently pursuing a
Master’s degree in Advanced Instructional Studies with an emphasis
on ESL. She has been teaching kindergarten for the past two years
at Lake Hamilton Primary School. She and her husband enjoy
working together in their photography business, playing sports,
being involved in their church and spending time with family
and friends.
“I cannot put into words how excited I am about the opportunity to travel to Japan,” Ashley
said. “I feel certain that it is something I would never be able to do without the Sister City
Foundation. I am looking forward to all the experiences that I know will come with this trip.
I plan to take all that I can from each experience offered to me while I am there. I hope to
be able to bring a little bit of Japan back to my classroom to share with my future students.
I want them to see how valuable other cultures are to us and how much we can learn from
someone who is different.”
Kathy Sue Hopper teaches Science, Physical Science, Physics and
Chemistry at Cutter Morning Star High School. She holds a bachelors
degree in Environmental Science from Texas Christian University.
After college she worked in research and industry, employed by
agencies such as the Department of Energy and the University of
Georgia. She owned a laboratory testing business for eight years,
performing analyses for the poultry industry. She also worked as a
Quality Assurance/Food Safety Manager for a company that
produced chicken products for McDonald’s.
Hopper received her Master of Arts in Teaching degree from Miami University of Ohio last
December. Her coursework focused on involving children in community-based conservation
projects using the inquiry method. During her studies she was able to travel to Belize, Trinidad
and Baja Mexico to partner with successful programs there. She said, “While in Trinidad, I had
the opportunity to insert a satellite transmitter into a female leatherback turtle. She was 9 feet
long and weighed more than 800 pounds! This transmitter will be able to track her movements
as she makes her long journey around the world. She will return to Trinidad to lay another
clutch of eggs each year. She was estimated to be 30 years old. I am excited to visit Japan to
see how school children participate in conservation efforts.” Hopper and her husband
Steve have four grown daughters and two dogs. She keeps a squirrel as her classroom pet. t
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A 20th Reunion in Hanamaki
Recently, a reunion of all of the travelers who
were members of the first delegation to travel to
Hot Springs was held in Hanamaki. The festivities
included messages from Dennis Smith, co-founder
of the Sister City Foundation, and current Sister
City Program Coordinator Mary Neilson.
Members of the delegation continued reminiscing
with a slide show featuring photos taken during
the visit of then Mayor Melinda Baran and the late
Virginia Kelley, mother of former President Bill
Clinton (see below). Hanamaki Mayor Mitsuo
Oishi addressed the audience of Sister City
Program supporters, congratulating and
encouraging them for their long-term support
of the bond between the two cities. t

Sister City Program on

More photos of the recent Hanamaki
trip can be seen by clicking on
the following links:
Hot Springs Sister City Program page
Hanamaki Int’l Exchange Association
When you visit these pages, please
indicate that you ‘like’ them.
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