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19 Hot Springs residents travel to Hanamaki in September
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Two delegations, one made up of seven students and their chaperone and the other consisting of
ten residents and their guide, will visit our sister city from September 3 through 11.
The citizen delegation members are area residents who are
have chosen to visit our sister city at their own expense. Sister
City Program Coordinator Mary Neilson will accompany them.
The group will depart Little Rock early on the morning of
September 3 and fly to Narita, Japan after a brief stop in
Dallas. Upon arrival in Japan, the group will spend the first
two nights in Tokyo. A special day trip is planned from Tokyo
so the group can experience the city and a bit of the history
and culture before arriving in Hanamaki. The morning of
September 6, the group will board the world-famous
bullet train and travel on to Hanamaki, where the group will
be warmly greeted by city staff and volunteers and begin the
whirlwind of activity. Members of the delegation will have the
opportunity to visit area shrines, temples, museums,
historical sites, interact with residents of our sister city and of
course take part in the 400-year-old Hanamaki Festival, held each year during the second weekend
in September. The group is made up of individuals from many different backgrounds, ages, and
professions, each going to experience the wonderful hospitality and beauty of our sister city.
The student delegation members applied earlier this spring. After the applications were carefully
reviewed, several student finalists were evaluated on their academic accomplishments, essays
from the application, volunteer activities, and answers provided during the interview on how they
could each contribute to the delegation.
The students range from musicians, artists, dancers,
and young entrepreneurs. They represent five different
school districts and will without a doubt do a wonderful
job representing their school as well as Hot Springs.
Elizabeth Dye is a senior at Lakeside High School. Her
parents are Franklin and Katrina Dye. Elizabeth plays the
flute and looks forward to sharing her talent in Hanamaki.
Miranda Sunderland, also from Lakeside High School, is
the daughter of Jerry Sunderland. Miranda makes and
sells her own line of hair accessories, which she will use
as gifts when she visits Hanamaki.

Bekah Treischmann, the daughter of Elizabeth and John, is an eleventh grader from Hot Springs 3
High School. Bekah will share her love of dance when she performs in Hanamaki. Mikal Tidwell is
also a junior at Hot Springs High School. Mikal enjoys drawing and is preparing a sketch as a gift
for his host family. Alexander Haagenson, the son of Donna Bigg, is a tenth grader at Jessieville
High School. He looks forward to learning about the culture of Japan and sharing his knowledge
with others when he returns. Samantha Taylor, the daughter of Phillip and Verna Taylor, is a
senior at Fountain Lake High school where she is a cheerleader. She will present cheer and
tumbling exercises while in Japan. Emily Gentles, a ninth grader at Lake Hamilton, is the daughter
of David and Darlene Gentles. Emily states her primary reason for wanting to be a student
delegate is “to learn about the world and how I can help all of its peoples, to gain knowledge,
and to explore and become a better person and help others become more tolerant of diversity.”
The student chaperone is Clifton Coleman, Jr., Intervention Specialist at Langston Aerospace and
Environmental Magnet School. Coleman was a 2006 teacher scholarship recipient and has since
been a very active member of the Sister City Foundation Board of Directors.
While in Hanamaki, the students will stay with host families, enabling them to experience the
culture of Japan firsthand. Although they will stay in the family’s home for one week, the bonds
between the host ‘families’ will last long beyond the students’ return to Hot Springs.
The students will visit numerous schools and have the opportunity to interact with their Japanese
peers, and attend classes varying from English to physical education. The students will visit area
museums, shrines, temples and be able to participate in the Hanamaki Festival, which takes place
on their final weekend in Hanamaki. It is truly a trip that will change their lives and the way they
see the world. t
In photo below: From left, Clif Coleman, chaperone; Mikal Tidwell, Bekah Treischmann, Emily Gentles, Miranda Sunderland,
Samantha Taylor, Alexander Haaganson, and Elizabeth Dye.

A relationship etched in glass
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Hundreds of hours of labor have

culminated in a beautiful work of
art designed, crafted, and
completed in honor of the Hot
Springs – Hanamaki sister city
relationship. Each year, a special
gift is presented to our sister city in
gratitude for their friendship and
for the generosity and hospitality
extended to the delegations
visiting from Hot Springs.
Merlin Lee, a former serviceman
who first landed in Japan as 19-yearold in 1945, was a member of the
2010 citizen delegation. He was so
profoundly impacted by his
experiences in Japan as a young
serviceman, returning to Japan with
his wife to teach English in the early
90’s, and then again last year as a
delegate, that he volunteered to
produce a work of art to be
presented as a gift by the 2011
delegations.
Lee has been working with stained
glass for a number of years,
producing beautiful pieces with
special significance for family and
friends. As you will notice in the
photo, this piece contains two
The stained glass artwork (inset) can be seen on exhibit in City Hall until it is given
flowers. The first is the flower of
to Mayor Oishi as a gift to the people of Hanamaki.
the kobus magnolia, the tree of
Hanamaki. The second flower is the dogwood, a beautiful symbol so familiar to Hot Springs.
Lee’s appreciation for the Japanese people and culture is evident in every piece of glass
painstakingly and purposefully placed in the art piece. Thank you, Mr. Lee, for your gift, your
time, and your talent. t

Upcoming delegation visits
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...it’s going to be a busy fall

We are very excited to be hosting a number of delegations from our sister city in the coming
months. The dates and details are still being finalized, and more information will be available in
upcoming newsletters.
The annual student delegation of students that historically comes to Hot Springs in January will
visit instead this October. After the snowy visit last January when schools were closed due to bad
weather, it was decided that the delegation visit should take place in October. We will need host
families from each of the school districts to host the students who will be attending their school.
There will probably be two students at each of the sister schools, as well as two at Lake Hamilton.
The City of Hanamaki is currently accepting applications for their city employees interested in
spending two weeks in October visiting Hot Springs learning about our city offices and
governmental organization. During a two-week stay there will be many opportunities for
volunteers to assist with hospitality, touring, shopping, and making a new friend from our
sister city.
A citizen delegation will visit Hot Springs in mid-November. The exact dates are still being
finalized, however, some of the members of the delegation will be taking part in the Spa 5k/10k
run on November 19. The size of the delegation is expected to be around 15 including former
Mayor Watanabe, Ryuji Sato, Ichiro Fudai, and other friends of the Sister City Program.
They are all excited to reunite with old friends. With this large delegation, there will be the need
for hospitality, transportation, and of course runners to take part in a sister city team for the
Spa Run.
Lakeside High School’s sister school, Hanamaki Higashi, is planning a delegation visit in early
December. The group is expected to number around 18, a large group of students for one school.
Each of the students will need a host family, and of course there will be many opportunities for
event planning, coordination and hospitality. This is still in the planning phase; more information
will be available in the Fall Sister City Journal.
As you can see from the numerous activities ahead, many volunteers will be needed to make
our visitors feel welcome and help them see and experience all that Hot Springs has to offer.
Please contact Sister City Program Coordinator Mary Neilson for information on how you
can be involved. t

A Compassionate Exchange
More than $23,000 contributed

The Japan Relief Fund was set up to directly

assist those who had evacuated to Hanamaki
from the devastated coastal area of the Iwate
Prefecture. The spring Sister City Journal
(http://www.cityhs.net/departments_public_
info_publications_archive.html) featured many
of the fund raisers that had been put together
in order to assist those in need. The people of
Hot Springs were very generous in their fund
raising. School children brought handfuls of
change, the students at ASMSA held a fund
raiser concert, and the ABC Barber College
donated the money from hair cuts, just to
name a few of the unique and thoughtful
expressions of generosity. There are several
performances on YouTube from the ASMSA
concert. This link (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AK_sy-sDgpM) features ASMSA
students performing “Lean on Me.”

Thanks to the contributions of the vocalists,
musicians and artists involved, the concert
netted more than $4,000.

The “One Heart” Concert which was held in
Horner Hall at the Hot Springs Convention
Center on April 28, just days after our own
area had been hit by devastating tornadoes,
was a beautiful tribute to the resilience of the
human spirit. Organized by the Muses Creative
Artistry Project, the concert featured
performers with ties to the Hot Springs Sister
City Program as well performers from across
the state. Their expressions of caring and
compassion for those who had lost so much
was evident in every moment of the concert.
The event was covered by NHK, a major
Japanese television network, so that people
all across Japan learned of the love being
expressed by their friends here in Hot Springs.

Hanamaki housed the largest number of
evacuees of the inland cities of the Iwate
Prefecture, with more than 1,000 staying in
facilities in Hanamaki. Most of those who
evacuated to Hanamaki were from the
Kamaishi and Otsuchi municipalities. Otsuchi
lost their municipal government function
because of their mayor’s death in the line of
duty. The money from the Japan Relief Fund
was used for the evacuees’ needs such as
commodities, food and bus transportation to
the coastal area. While some evacuees have
decided to stay in Hanamaki, many have
returned to their hometowns to prefabricated
homes that have been set up in the devastated
areas. t
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Deputy Consul General to Visit Hot Springs
The Consulate General of Japan’s Nashville office has been
watching the Hot Springs Sister City Program. They have heard
about the tremendous outpouring of support shown by the gifts
to the Japan Relief Fund by the community of Hot Springs. They
are also aware of the many activities and exchanges in which our
Sister City Program is involved. In order to thank those involved
and show support for our program, the Deputy Consul General,
Shigenobu Kobayashi, will visit Hot Springs from the Consulate
General’s office in Nashville on August 23 and 24. While in Hot
Springs he would like to meet with Mayor Carney, as well as
representatives from the Chamber of Commerce, Advertising
and Promotion Commission and Sister City Foundation. t

Deputy Consul General Kobayashi
Consulate-General of Japan at Nashville
在ナッシュビル 日本国総領事館

Super Science Visitors tour ASMSA
On April 27 and 28, a group of nineteen science students and their chaperones from Tennoji High
School in Osaka, Japan visited the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts. The
arrival of the group was delayed because of stormy weather; however, the students were still
able to spend time getting to know each other, exchanging ideas, and building bonds between
the two schools. Several students from each of the schools presented slideshow presentations
on their science projects. The visiting students were welcomed by host students at ASMSA who
showed them around the school, toured Hot Springs and visited Garvan Gardens with them, and
even shared their dorm rooms. Friendships were formed that will continue long after the
students return to Japan.
continued on next page
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Visit Sister City Program Coordinator
Mary Neilson’s blog at
www.hotspringssistercity.blogspot.com

ASMSA, continued

Sister City Program on

More photos of the recent Hanamaki
trip can be seen by clicking on
the following links:
Hot Springs Sister City Program page
Hanamaki Int’l Exchange Association
When you visit these pages, please
indicate that you ‘like’ them.

“Dedicated to fostering global
awareness and appreciation through
cultural exchanges and shared
experiences”

The program was funded by Japan’s Super
Science Program, coordinated by the Japanese
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science,
and Technology for upper secondary schools
that prioritize science, technology, and
mathematics. Currently, plans are underway
for the Super Science students to return to
ASMSA annually for the next four years. t
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