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Hanamaki Onsen Rose & Herb Garden
The annual Hanamaki Rose Festival, held at the garden on July 2, featured
a parade, fashion show, local performances and a rose seedling fair. More
than 6,000 bushes at the garden showcase 450 varieties of roses from all
over the world, along with winding paths and lush arbors. The garden,
designed by Kenji Miyazawa, famous Hanamaki educator and poet,
features a floral clock designed by Miyazawa.

Sister City Foundation news
Over the past few months, the Foundation has been working on
interviewing and selecting applicants for the June teacher
delegation and the September student delegation to Hanamaki.
I am happy to report that June visit to Hanamaki by Fred Zipkes
of the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts
and Julie Stoyanov of Oaklawn Visual and Performing Arts
Magnet School was a success. You can read more about
Ron Luckow
their experiences on pages 3-5.
HSSCF President
Of course, none of this would have been possible without the
help and support of our sponsors in the Hot Springs area and our Japanese friends in
Hanamaki. Regarding the fall student delegation, ten students have been selected,
of which two will be receiving full scholarships, six will receive partial scholarships. The
scholarships are applied toward travel expenses only. Also, Ms. Janis Bremer, the
adult chaperone, will have her air travel paid in full by the Foundation.
The Foundation welcomes two new board members and one new officer in
August. Melanie Masino, a businesswoman and philanthropist, and Robert Zunick,
an investment broker, will serve on the board and Carla Mouton, a retired
high school history teacher, will be our new
president. All three of them are well known
At a colorful, user-friendly
and well respected in the community and
Web site in English hosted
we are very grateful for their willingness to
by the Japan Foundation,
serve.
visitors can take free lesOn a personal note, I will be stepping
sons in beginning Japanese,
down as president and resuming my role as
play games and take quizzes. This is a
board member. I have really enjoyed servgreat resource for host families or anying as president, and I want to thank all of
one wanting to try their hand at basic
you for giving me the opportunity to serve in
Japanese conversation. Check it out at
this capacity. t
https://www.erin.ne.jp/en/

Fred Zipkes and Juli Stoyanov exchange gifts with Mayor Oisihi while
wearing their happi coats, which were gifts from Hanamaki. Kanae Tada
of the International Exchange Association interprets for the exchange.

Sister City Foundation
teacher scholarship
recipients experience
Hanamaki
Fred Zipkes, Graphic Arts Instructor, Arkansas School For Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts
On June 4th, I and Juli Stoyanov, a fellow teacher and travel partner, set out for Hanamaki, Japan on a Sister City Foundation Teacher
exchange grant. The focus of our trip was to observe and learn about
Hanamaki’s educational system and culture.
Arriving in Tokyo, we were met by Mr. Ichiro Fudai, former head
of the Sister City Program in Hanamaki. We spent the night and half
a day in Tokyo before climbing on a bullet train for the three-hour
trip to Hanamaki in the Iwate Prefecture. We were scheduled to
stay with host families: Juli, with the Watanabe family and I, with
the Nakamura’s.
In Hanamaki, we shared our evenings with our respective families and the days with
knowledgeable and entertaining hosts from the Hanamaki International Exchange Center,
who erased the language barrier and gave us the opportunity to experience and participate
in their cultural and social customs.
We visited five schools: two elementary, two at the junior high level, and one at the senior
high level, sharing time and interacting with principals, teachers, and students. In addition,
we met with members of Hanamaki’s Board of Education and the General Education Center
of Iwate Prefecture. With their forward thinking about education and the training of teachers,
it’s easy to see why Japanese schools and students are exceptional. Teachers are dedicated,
and students are motivated. Their quality of education, and its individual and community impact,
assures students of a successful future.
Traveling to Japan as a grant recipient and as an ambassador of Hot Springs has been rich
beyond expectations. Its rewards have been personal knowledge and insights into exceptional
people, their school systems, students and culture.
A multitude of thanks to the Sister City Foundation for choosing me as a grant recipient for
this trip, and many, many thanks to the people of Hanamaki for a wonderful and enlightening
experience of a lifetime.
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Juli Stoyanov, first grade teacher at Oaklawn Visual and Performing Arts Magnet School
After receiving this opportunity and listening to descriptions of past
experiences in Hanamaki, I envisioned what would take place on this
journey. Little did I know that my experience would far surpass any
preconceived perceptions about this trip. As the week
progressed, I soon found that descriptions and expectations would
never do this adventure justice. Arriving in Hanamaki, I was
welcomed with warmth and joy which made me feel like I was at
home away from home.
The citizens of Hanamaki have such a contagious respect for
others, their environment, and tradition. Not only are the Hanamaki
citizens eager to accommodate and entertain their guests, but they also are welcoming and
gracious.
Being treated as a family member by my host family helped me quickly adjust to an
environment with so many cultural differences. Throughout our exploration of Hanamaki, I am not
sure who was more entertained, myself or the Watanabe’s, by my excitement over everything.
Settling in to their resourceful and unique farm home, I felt at ease with my relaxing surroundings.
The people of Hanamaki take great pride in utilizing and preserving the natural beauty and gifts of
their environment. From tree-covered mountains to rice fields, people work hard to maintain the
splendor of a plentiful environment.
Throughout the week, I met the Watanabe’s extended family and
Being treated as a family
exchanged our life experiences, both similar and different, over
member by my host family
refreshments that lit up my taste buds and sparked curiosity. The
helped me quickly adjust
language barrier in no way hindered my close bond with this beautiful
to an environment with so
and joyous family. By the end of the week, I had become their
many cultural differences.
adopted family member. We shared lots of laughter and even some
tears at the end of my stay. Before I left, Grandpa pointed out a bird
that had nested on their door upon my arrival. He reflected on the
significance of my journey and stay with their family as displayed by this occurrence in nature.
This conversation showcases the Hanamaki culture’s attentiveness to the parallels of everyday life
and the natural world. I can only hope to adopt the traits of the Watanabe family as my lifestyle at
home. Although this family exposed me to many life-changing experiences, my school and
foundation family opened my eyes as an educator and professional.
My school visits gave me a new educational and cultural perspective that built expectations
and goals for my future students and school community. I was most impressed with how values
and tradition remained an essential part of student education. From wearing slippers and school
uniforms, biking to school, cleaning their community environment, embracing other languages
and cultures, and leading tea ceremonies, these students dive deep into strong components of
Japanese forward thinking driven by deep-rooted tradition.
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The school environment was calm, relaxing, and focused with windows opening to rolling
mountains and cool breezes. The student-teacher relationship maintained a high level of respect by both parties, and the administration took an active role in student education. Each
school had a strong sense of community. These visits were made possible by our
honorable guides and foundation support and planning.
Not only did they facilitate bonds with the community, the Sister City Foundation spoiled us
with amazing meals, fellowship, sightseeing, and entertainment. I had the opportunity to
improve my chopstick skills while trying new cuisine with wonderfully exotic flavors.
Visiting the Kenji Miyazawa Museum and bookstore exposed me to the root of key influences
on Hanamaki lifestyle and heritage. Due to the fact that dance has been a key aspect of my
life for many years and I have a love for all performing arts, I was most inspired by getting to
witness a first-hand performance of traditional Kagura dance. Viewing costumes and dances
over 500 years old reminded me of the significant role performance plays in many cultures
as a reflection of events, values, and learning. I could not have asked for a more unique and
privileged view into the history of the Hanamaki culture.
Although the trip flew by and was jammed packed with activities, the unique Hanamaki
culture, scenery, and citizens will forever hold a special place in my heart. What I learned
through this experience will be a driving force in my future decisions as an educator and
individual. Many thanks to everyone at home and in Hanamaki for making this trip possible. t

Dream becomes reality for area students
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A dream and a plan has been in the works for years, and now it’s going to happen. Ten students
from four different Garland County schools will travel to our sister city as part of an educational
exchange. Applications from 8th – 11th graders were accepted from January through March,
students were interviewed, and 8 girls and 2 boys were chosen to be student ambassadors when
they travel to Hanamaki September 4-12, 2010.
In preparation for their trip, the students are meeting with their chaperone, Mrs. Janis Bremer.
Mrs. Bremer, a former Sister City Foundation teacher scholarship recipient, traveled to Hanamaki in
2006. As principal at Jessieville Junior High School, she facilitated the sister school agreement
between Jessieville Junior High School and Ohasama Junior High School, a school in a rural area
of Hanamaki.
At the first student meeting on June 6, Mrs. Bremer met with the students and parents to review
the process of preparing for the trip so that the students will receive maximum impact from their
experience. She explained the passport application process and answered questions. At the
meeting, Dick and Elaine Warrington shared information and pictures from their 2006 trip to
Hanamaki with Fountain Lake EASTLab High School students. That group filmed footage in both
Hanamaki and Hot Springs to create the award-winning documentary film, “A Perfect Match,”
which details the two cities’ sister city relationship. The students will prepare and deliver reports at
the next meeting on different cultural, artistic, and historical aspects of the Hanamaki area. They
will meet throughout the summer to get acquainted with one another, study and prepare for their
trip in September.
While in Hanamaki, the students will stay with host families and visit area schools, museums,
shrines and temples. The students will also participate in the annual Hanamaki Festival, which dates
back to 1593. t

Simon Jordan is this year’s Ichiro Fudai Student Scholarship recipient. The 16-year old
son of John and Sabrina Jordan, Simon is a 10th grader at Hot Springs
High School. His interests include soccer, kayaking, playing trombone,
golf and swimming. The Jordan family has hosted exchange students
from Hanamaki each January. While in Hanamaki, he will visit with friends
that have been hosted by his family.
Jill Tyler, daughter of Paul and Carol Ann Taylor, is a 10th grader at Jessieville High
School. She enjoys singing in choir and musicals, theatre, playing
tennis, cheerleading, reading, swimming and lifeguarding. Jill will be
spending her sixteenth birthday with her host family in Hanamaki.

Ashley Lewis, daughter of Carrie Lewis, and is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School.
Ashley likes singing, drawing, writing, and making people laugh.
Her goal for the trip is to broaden her aspect on the world in which
we all live.

Marina Sweeten, daughter of Karen Fisher and Brian Sweeten, is a junior at Jessieville
High School. Her activities include reading, writing, computer, and
serving as drum major in the Jessieville High School marching band.
She looks forward to sharing her musical talents while in Hanamaki.

Taylor Hornsby, a senior at Lake Hamilton High School, is the daughter of Tammy and
Bill Hornsby. Taylor runs cross country and enjoys sports, traveling, horse
racing and meeting new people. Taylor’s family trains horses, so she
looks forward to sharing insights on this activity with friends in Hanamaki.

Jessieville Junior High principal and trip chaperone Janis Bremer guides the students through
study meetings to help them make the most out of their upcoming experiences in Hanamaki.

Meet the students
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Julia Ross, daughter of Karla and Frank Schultz, is the in 10th grade at Lake Hamilton High
School. She enjoys drawing, reading and studying languages. She has
been working very hard to learn Japanese and can read Hiragana,
Katahana and some Kanji.

Paige Morphew, a 10th grader at Hot Springs High School, is the daughter of Terri
Morphew. Her interests include reading, drawing, writing short stories,
and Japanese “anime” cartoons.

Taylor Werst, a 10th grader at Lake Hamilton School, is the son of John and Connie Werst.
Taylor enjoys track and field, cross country and art. He looks forward to
running alongside distance runners in Hanamaki.

Cassi Sheets, the daughter of Sabrina and Raymond Sheets, is a senior at Lake
Hamilton High School. She enjoys reading and singing, and holds
a black belt in karate.

Emily Hollandsworth, a 10th grader at Fountain Lake High School, is the daughter of Jeff
and Darla Hollandsworth. Emily looks forward to cooking her host family
an American meal.

Our thanks to the many groups and individuals that contributed to the Sister
City student scholarship fund to help the 10-member delegation reach their
goal of traveling to Hanamaki. If you’re considering a tax-deductible gift to help a
deserving student experience our sister city, send it to: HSNP Sister City
Foundation, c/o H.S. Public Information Department, P.O. Box 700, Hot Springs,
AR 71902. Be sure to indicate your gift is for the Student Scholarship Fund.

Meet the students
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Summer school students experience Japan
This summer, Hot Springs Intermediate School
teachers and administrators offered their
students a non-traditional learning experience.
They chose the theme “Experiencing Japan”
because of the sister school relationship Hot
Springs enjoys with Hanamaki Junior High, and
because several Hot Springs School District
teachers have experienced Japan through the
Sister City Foundation’s highly successful teacher
scholarship program.
The students were introduced to the theme in
the classrooms as well as during special
assemblies, during which they experienced
aspects of the culture and traditions of Japan.
They heard speakers like Clif Coleman,
intervention specialist at Langston Aerospace
and Environmental Magnet School, who shared
his experiences from his 2005 trip to Hanamaki.
Mr. Coleman also wrote a grant earlier this year
that would have made programs like this
available to all Hot Springs school district
schools. The students also viewed the awardwinning Fountain Lake EASTLab documentary
film, “A Perfect Match,” about Hanamaki’s
relationship with Hot Springs.

Deleen Davidson and her mother, Marilyn Davidson, perform and
educate the summer school students about Japanese music and
song.
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Deleen Davidson, founder of The Muses
Creative Artistry Project, sang Japanese songs
for the students that she had performed at
Hanamaki’s invitation last fall at the annual
Kenji Miyazawa choral festival. She explained
the rhythms and common themes of Japanese
song.

Ben Iverson, 2008 Sister City Foundation Teacher Scholarship
recipient who traveled to our sister city and instructor at Hot Springs
Intermediate School, and summer school students join the Bon Odori
dancers.

The students were also treated to a
performance by Bon Odori, the Japanese folk
dance group from Hot Springs Village. The
group was founded by Kaz Finney in 2009 to
bring together those who shared a passion to
share Japanese culture with others.
The ladies performed Kawachi Ondo, a folk
dance accented by the festival taiko drum, and
Hana Gasa Ondo, a flower hat dance
celebrating the beautiful flowers and plants of
the Yamagata region of Japan. The students
were invited to try Hokkai Ondo, the Haokkaido
fishermen’s dance. The students especially
enjoyed performing Tanko Bushi, the coal
miner’s dance that they had learned during
their summer school dance class. Bon Odori
also performed on the final day of summer
school, when the parents were invited to see
what the students had learned during their
6-week session. t

There’s a place for everyone

News Bytes
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While not everyone can travel to Japan as a student, teacher or citizen delegate, there’s always
a place for everyone in Hot Springs’ Sister City Program.
Mio Kimura of the Kimura family, who has hosted more Hot Springs visitors in Hanamaki than any
other family, will join the returning student/citizen delegation as they return to Hot Springs. She will
stay until September 27. Also, Hanamaki officials are helping facilitate a group of residents who are
interested in visiting Hot Springs in October or November of this year. While here, they will need us
to attempt to return the hospitality they so happily extend to Hot Springs residents that visit Hanamaki. If you’re interested in hosting, driving or shopping, or if you have a talent that you’d be willing to share, we need your help. It is our goal to share the culture, arts, and beauty of Hot Springs
with our visitors. Please contact Sister City Program Coordinator Mary Neilson, 545-6960,
hotspringssistercity@yahoo.com, to find out how you can be part of the Sister City hospitality team. t

Japanese geologists dig Hot Springs

As a result of a Japanese television show’s visit to nearby crystal mines last October, Japanese
geologists have developed a keen interest in the Hot Springs area. In May, a well-known Japanese geologist and a tour conductor from Osaka, Japan paid a visit to investigate the possibility
of bringing a tour group of Japanese geology teachers to the area. They were so impressed with
what they found here that they plan to bring a group of geology teachers and geology enthusiasts
to Hot Springs this August.
With word spreading about Hot Springs as a fascinating destination for those interested in its
unique geological features, a geology instructor from a large high school in Osaka, Japan is currently investigating the possibility of bringing groups of 30 students to the area each year for the
next 3 years. He will visit Hot Springs later this month to plan for these tours, which are partially
funded by the Japanese government. t

2010 citizen delegation

A group of citizens are busy preparing for their trip to Hanamaki this September. The trip, which
in recent years has been an annual tradition, is open to any residents interested in experiencing
the culture, traditions, and friendship of residents in our sister city.
This year’s group consists of a retired teacher, an accounting and purchasing manager, a retail
manager and a gentleman who first traveled to Japan as a young serviceman in 1946. Though the
delegates’ backgrounds are varied, they will soon have many shared experiences.
The group will spend the first 2 nights in Tokyo. While in Hanamaki, the group will be amazed
at our sister city’s incredible hospitality, impressed by its history, beauty and ancient culture, and
touched by the friendships that develop within the short time they are there. A full report on the
delegation’s activities will be included in the next issue of the Sister City Journal. If you are interested in being part of a future delegation, contact Sister City Program Coordinator Mary Neilson at
hotspringssistercity@yahoo.com or 501-545-6960. t

Visit Sister City Program Coordinator
Mary Neilson’s blog at
www.hotspringssistercity.blogspot.com

Upcoming events

Sister City Program on
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If you are a member of Facebook,
please check out and make
additions to the Sister City
Program’s Facebook fan page.
Just type “Hot Springs Sister City
Program” in the search field.

August, date TBA
Japanese geology group
visits Hot Springs
September 4 – 12
Student and citizen delegations
visit Hanamaki
September 12 – 27
Mio Kimura visits Hot Springs
October or November
Hanamaki citizen delegation
visits Hot Springs
January 2010
Hanamaki student
group exchange
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