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Art showcase winners - see p. 3

“Dedicated to fostering global awareness and appreciation through cultural exchanges and shared experiences”

Hanamaki: a personal experience
Mayor Mike Bush and Mrs. Ruby Bush, City Director Carroll Weatherford and Mrs. Vicki Weatherford, City Director Elaine Jones and
Public Information Officer Terry Payne traveled to Hanamaki from April 23 - 28. The purpose of the trip was to attend official ceremonies
for the Rebirth of Hanamaki on April 26. Nearly 1,000 people from across Japan attended, including high-ranking officials. The rebirth ceremony marked Hanamaki’s recent merger with three smaller neighboring towns. During the trip, the delegates met with new Hanamaki
Mayor Mitsuo Oishi, and the two mayors formally reaffirmed their 13-year sister city relationship in a recontracting ceremony.

Winning Hot Springs entry
Elizabeth Carrel, Fountain Lake High

What’s the next best thing to being there? My answer
to that question always was, having the privilege of
providing staff support for the Hot Springs Sister
City Program for the past 13 years. Little did I know
that our recent three-day stay in Hanamaki, Japan
would be life-changing, deeply moving and completely
unforgettable. We Americans have much to learn
from our friends across the globe, in areas such as
selflessness, patience, honor and respect.

Winning Hanamaki entry
Mika Fuse, Hanamaki Junior High

Upcoming
events
September 2 - 10, 2006
Hot Springs delegation
visits Hanamaki
Fall 2006 (dates TBA)
Hanamaki culture
exchange groups visit
January 4 - 14, 2007
Hanamaki
student/teacher
delegation visit
If you'd like to participate in
planning for upcoming
delegation visits, or would
prefer to save trees and
receive this newsletter by
online subscription, contact
Madeline Bull at
655-3482 or
mbull@sendmemore.com

How can I describe what it is like to visit Hanamaki?
Like childbirth or space travel, others can tell you all
about what they saw or felt, but it doesn’t carry the
impact and meaning of a personal experience. For
details and photos from our trip, please visit
www.sistercitytrip.blogspot.com. The photos below
provide a glimpse of Hanamaki, but if you can see
your way, travel there yourself,
- Terry Payne

Student Art Showcase, from page three

In April, the Hot Springs delegation visited Sasama
Daini Elementary, sister school to Fountain Lake
Elementary, where students participated in the "What's
Up Docs" children's documentary film festival. The students found
common
ground in
their reactions
to the same
films. Their
chosen
favorites were
"Domo Kun,"
a film about a
well-known
Japanese cartoon character, and "Symphony Sam," the brainchild of
Hot Springs artist Carole Katchen.
Special thanks to Nan Wayne, Fine Arts Center of
Hot Springs; Theodocia Latham, Sister City Foundation
board member; Rosalind Hudson, Volunteer Center of
Hot Springs and Garland County; and Malinda HerrChambliss, Annette Myrick and Brenda Hawkes, Hot
Springs Documentary Film Institute, for their help and
support for these youth projects.
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The Rebirth Celebration showcased Japanese
culture and tradition, as in this fan dance.
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The sister city recontracting ceremony was followed
A very young boy and girl
by a reception filled with enthusiastic supporters from participate onstage in the
Hanamaki. Newly elected Mayor Mitsuo Oishi is
Rebirth Celebration.
shown next to Mayor Mike Bush.
The Hotel Folkloro Towa,
owned by Minoru
Odashima, head of the
Hanamaki International
Association, is an example
of the clean lines of
Japanese design, both
inside and out. Our stay
was provided compliments
of Mr. Odashima.

continued on page 2

These tiny Shisi Odori (Deer Dancers)
showed that even the youngest Japanese
can perform with great precision.
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Sister City Foundation News
from page one

To promote peace
through mutual
respect, understanding, and
cooperation – one
individual, one
community at a
time is the honor
that has been
bestowed on me
by becoming Hot
Springs’ new
Sister City
The Bull family
Program
Coordinator. My name is Madeline Bull. I
am the daughter of Earl and Rosalind
Hudson, and am a fifth generation resident
of Hot Springs. I am married to Brad Bull
and we have two wonderful sons, Spencer
and Cooper.
It is with great joy that I embark on my
journey as the Hot Springs Sister City
Coordinator. I am so excited about being
part of the Sister City program. Being
raised in a military family, I was blessed to
have the opportunity to live and become
actively involved in many foreign cultures.
I have much respect for Japanese culture.
There is so much that we can learn from
our sister city. Hanamaki is filled with
beauty. Its citizens, like ours, have alot to
offer. By learning about each other’s history, cultural activities, educational priorities, business practices and political systems, we not only strengthen our friendship, we create a bond with roots so deep
that world peace will some day be a reality, not just a dream.
I am looking forward to continuing the
work that those before me have started
and I greatly appreciate the opportunity to
work with the wonderful people of Hot
Springs and Hanamaki City.

Sasama Daini students gave an amazing performance on unicycles,
which every child in the school learns to ride.

Thank you, and may your summer be easy, relaxing, and fun!
Green tea and
sweets made of
bean filling were
served to us by
Principal Kumagai.
Principal Setuko Kumagai welcomed Mayor Bush
and the delegation to Sasama Daini Elementary.

Student Art Showcase and What’s Up Docs?
Fountain Lake High School Beta Club students hold the winning
entry from Hanamaki while arranging the Sister Cities International
(SCI) Student Art Showcase entries of Hot Springs and Hanamaki students for display during the April Gallery Walk the Malco Theatre in
downtown Hot Springs. Student volunteers included, front row, from
left, Theresa Nguyen, Laura Jennings, Ivone Romero and Renee
Johnson; back row, from left, Greg Waligora, Annie Priest, Katy Tripp,
Blake Campbell and Emily Rusher. With the theme of “What Does
Global Citizenship Mean to Me?,” the winning art entries, one each
from Hot Springs and Hanamaki, were displayed at historic Union
Station in early July during the SCI Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C. Afterwards, the artwork will go on tour around the
United States, hosted by local sister city programs.

From left: Eric Bell and Ichiro Fudai of the city’s International
Division; Mayor Mike Bush, Mrs. Vicki Weatherford, Director
Carroll Weatherford, Director Elaine Jones, and, front, Mrs.
Ruby Bush, at the reception following the Rebirth Ceremony.

THE GREEN TEA - GRAY MATTER CONNECTION
Madeline Bull
Sister City Program Coordinator
City of Hot Springs
Public Information Department
P.O. Box 700, Hot Springs, AR 71902
501-655-3482 Fax 800-436-6629
mbull@sendmemore.com

Summertime and the living is easy… one of my favorite songs! Summertime in the Springs has
brought a few changes to the Hot Springs National Park Sister City Program. A new Sister City
Program Coordinator has been hired, Madeline Bull. We welcome you to our Board, Madeline, and
I thoroughly look forward to working with you! I know you will bring a very positive attitude and
great ideas to our Foundation. Look out Hot Springs, here she comes!
Another change that is just around the corner is the position of President of the Sister City
Foundation Board, which will be transferred to Donna Casparian in August, 2006. Donna is a
long-time resident of Hot Springs and has been involved in the Sister City Program for many
years. In addition to serving on the Board, Donna has contributed countless hours arranging
Sharon Waxler
HSNPSCF President home stays for the many Japanese students and teachers that have traveled our direction. Donna
will bring a lively, positive attitude to our board, and do an excellent job of leading the Foundation into the future.
Some of you are dying to know the answer to the question I posed in the last newsletter, “Will it be possible to
raise enough money to reach our goal of sending a few area high school students to Japan?” Well, we are building our
fund. We have applied for a grant, and will be applying for more. Hopefully, at least one of our grant proposals will
be granted and by this time next year, some very special area students will be touring Hanamaki! As always, a tax
deductible check can be mailed to: Hot Springs Sister City Program, P.O. Box 20484, Hot Springs, AR 71903.

Drinking green tea may help keep your thinking sharp as you age,
new research finds. In a study published in the American Journal
of Clinical Nutrition, researchers found that the more green tea
Japanese men and women drank, the less mental decline they were
likely to experience as they aged. Although more research
needs to be done to establish a clear cause and effect,
this study may support the theory that compounds
in green tea help keep the cobwebs at bay.

continued on back page

Who’s
who
in
Hanamaki
government

Deputy Mayor Kimio
Takahashi graduated
from Hosei University in
Tokyo and joined the former Town of Ishidoriya in
1967. He recently served
as Division Head of
Taxation, Division Head
of Agriculture and Mayor of Ishidoriya Town.
Last March, he was appointed Deputy Mayor.
He has visited Rutland, Vermont, the sister
city of Ishidoriya.

Deputy Mayor Minoru Sasaki
graduated from Fuji University
in Hanamaki and joined the city
in 1970. He formerly served as
both Division Head and
Department Head of General
Affairs, as well as Department
Head of Health and Welfare,
with experience in both Finance and Personnel. He
was part of the visiting delegation from Hanamaki
when Hot Springs and Hanamaki contracted the sister
city agreement in January, 1993.

