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Sister City Foundation news
As a teacher, one of the highlights of my career was to get the
“royal treatment” from our friends in Hanamaki, Japan. After
completing the 1998-99 school year, I was awarded one of the
teacher scholarships to visit our sister city and the schools in Iwate
Prefecture. It was certainly a life-changing experience for those
fortunate enough to have been chosen to be teacher scholarship
recipients and make this incredible journey to Japan. We experienced true Southern hospitality, Japanese-style.
It is almost impossible to recount the event…it really must be lived.
The citizens of Hanamaki are lovely people who will go to extreme
lengths to accommodate their visitors. There is so much to learn from the Japanese schools…
and so much to share.
Carla Mouton
HSSCF President

Please, teachers and administrators, apply! You will be able to bring to your young people a
keener awareness of our cultural heritage and how it fits in with the Japanese culture. All of the
research tells us of the imperativeness of teaching a global perspective to our students. Please
avail yourself of the opportunity to go forward in this regard. Please see the next page for the
current teacher scholarship application, which is due on March 23. t

2012 Student Travel

Applications have been accepted and the selection
process is underway for the 2012 Student Delegation visit.
The delegation will travel to Hanamaki from September
1-9. While there, they will have the opportunity to stay
with host families, visit area schools, learn about the
history and experience the culture of our sister city.
Students wishing to be a member of the delegation have
already submitted applications. The top applicants will be
interviewed by members of the Sister City Foundation Board of Directors Student Travel Committee, after which top applicants will be offered an opportunity to be a member of the delegation.
A fund raiser is currently being planned by the Sister City
Foundation to supply scholarships to assist students in
covering the $2000 cost of the trip. Scholarships will be
awarded based on financial need and merit. If you’d like to
contribute to the Sister City Foundation Scholarship Fund,
please contact Sister City Foundation Board President
Carla Mouton at cimouton@cablelynx.com. t
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TO: PUBLIC SCHOOL K-12 TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

Call for Applications
for educational study trip to Hanamaki, Japan
sponsored by the Hot Springs National Park Sister City Foundation
______________________________________________________________________
On April 9, 2012, the Sister City Foundation will award 2 scholarships for teachers or
school administrators currently employed in Garland County public schools. The
scholarship will fully fund the travel cost for an 7-day trip to Hanamaki, Japan from June
9 through June 17, 2012. The City of Hanamaki will provide living arrangements
(typically “home stays”) and provide tours and educational opportunities during the
teachers’ stay.
The purpose of this trip is to provide Garland County public school educators the
opportunity to interact with teachers and students in Hanamaki schools; to observe and
learn about the culture of Hanamaki; and to bring back and utilize this new information in
their own classrooms.
On no more than two typewritten pages, please answer the following questions in
paragraph form. In the header, include your name, home address and telephone
number, e-mail address, and name of school with school’s address and telephone
number.
1. Briefly describe your own educational background and in what area(s) you have been
an educator. What is your current position? Have you experienced any foreign travel
opportunities?
2. What has sparked your interest in this trip to Hanamaki?
3. Have you had the opportunity to offer some type of international cultural area studies
in your classroom? How have you presented that material?
4. Do you have a particular area of interest if you were to go to Hanamaki?
5. What are some ways in which you might integrate this Hanamaki trip experience into
your classroom activities?
6. Is there anything else about yourself that you would like to include in this application?
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Please include a letter of support / recommendation from your school’s principal
(or administrative superior) with your application.
Scholarship winners will be expected to sign the “Agreement Between Grant Recipient
and Sister City Foundation” (a copy is included at the end of this application for your
advance review). Note that grant recipients are responsible for obtaining a valid U. S.
passport at their own expense.
Finalist interviews will be held on the week of April 2, exact time, date and location to
be announced.
Application deadline is March 26, 2012. You may submit applications by e-mail to:
HYPERLINK "mailto:sistercity@sbcglobal.net" sistercity@sbcglobal.net OR you may
mail a hard copy of your application to:
HSNP Sister City Foundation – Teacher Grants
c/o Hot Springs Public Information Department
P.O. Box 700
Hot Springs, AR 71902
Applications will be acknowledged upon receipt.
For further inquiries about this program, you may contact Donna Casparian, Foundation
Secretary <donna@sistercityfoundation.com> or Janet Cheek, trip coordinator
<sistercity@sbcglobal.net>.

-- END OF APPLICATION --
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HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK
SISTER CITY FOUNDATION
AGREEMENT BETWEEN
GRANT RECIPIENT AND SISTER CITY FOUNDATION
If chosen as a Hot Springs Sister City Foundation Grant recipient, I understand and agree
that I will be expected to do the following:
1. Obtain a valid U.S. passport at my own expense.
2. Attend the mandatory planning meetings before my trip to Japan. (I may be
responsible for purchasing business cards and several small gifts give to host
families.)
3. Write a comprehensive trip report and relate how I plan to apply this information
to my teaching objectives. This report will be used in the Foundation newsletter,
and will be due to the Foundation within 30 days of my return to Hot Springs.
4. Help recruit and interview prospective teachers for the next grant cycle.
5. Attend the Sister City Board meetings for at least one year after my return. There
are approximately four meetings a year at 5:30 p.m. at the Garland County
Library. At one of these meetings during the first year after my return, I will
present a report to the Board regarding the classroom activities I have
implemented as a result of the trip.
6. Be willing to present a discussion of my experiences to civic or school groups.
7. Be willing to attend and assist at Sister City Program events.
I understand and agree to fulfill these requirements as a condition of receiving my grant.
Signature:

________________________

Print Name:

________________________

Date:

________________________
Return to: HSNP Sister City Foundation Board President, c/o Hot Springs
Public Information Department, P.O. Box 700, Hot Springs, AR 71902.
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Wow, what a fall!
In less than six weeks during the fall of 2011, four
different delegations – a total of fifty-three
visitors from Hanamaki -- made the journey to
Hot Springs. Visitors ranged from a firefighter
to students to even a former mayor… all came
enjoy the hospitality of the Spa City.

City Employee Exchange

From October 17-30, two City of Hanamaki
employees came to Arkansas. Wataru
Takahashi, a sergeant from the Hanamaki

downtown Little Rock branch, as well as
other branch libraries. They also spent a day
visiting Little Rock fire stations. They toured
the Little Rock area and had very informative
visits to the Clinton Presidential Library and
Heifer International.
Afterwards, the duo arrived in Hot Springs,
where they were greeted by host families who
helped them explore Hot Springs and learn
about American life. The Garland County
Library, NPCC Library, Fountain Lake Public
School Library, Hot Springs Fire Department,
City of Hot Springs employees,

Fire Department, wanted to spend time with
American fire departments, while Takahiro
Kurosawa, an employee working in the
Planning Promotions Department, wanted to
learn about the Hot Springs Comprehensive
Plan 2030 Update, as well as about American
libraries. The City of Hanamaki hired an
interpreter to accompany the pair in order
to assist them in communicating with their
Arkansan counterparts. The two spent their
first three days in Little Rock, where they
visited the Central Arkansas Library Systems’

(next page)
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and National Park Service Fire
Dispatch Unit were happy to host
and exchange information with the
visiting Hanamaki employees.
City employees from the two cities
had ample opportunity to exchange
information on how the jobs are
similar and how they differ. t

October Student Exchange

For the past 18 years, student delegations
have visited Hot Springs in January. The
January 2011 delegation was welcomed
to Hot Springs with snowy weather that
resulted in school being dismissed for the
entire duration of the student visit.
While the students enjoyed having fun
with their host families during their
snow days, it caused the City of
Hanamaki to reconsider the time of
year for the student visit.
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It was decided that future student
delegations should visit during October, a
beautiful time of year in Hot Springs. So,
the Hanamaki student delegation, comprised
of 11 students and 4 chaperones, spent
October 24 – 30 in Hot Springs.
The students stayed with host families and
attended five different area schools with
their host students, Lake Hamilton, Hot
Springs, Lakeside, Jessieville, and Fountain
Lake. Since the length of stay was longer
than in years past, the group was also able
to visit Cutter Morning Star and Mountain
Pine schools. A special thank you to Mid
America Science Museum for welcoming the group when a planned tour of Lake Ouachita that
was offered by Echo Canyon had to be cancelled due to a cold and rainy October day. t

November Citizen Delegation

A sixteen-member citizen delegation arrived in Hot Springs on November 16. The delegation
included several different interest groups: five runners to take part in the Spa 5k/10k run; five
members of a traditional Japanese folk dance group; an artist; a former mayor; and members
who simply came to experience Hot Springs. The five runners, two of whom were Ichiro Fudai
and Ryuji Sato, who have visited Hot Springs many times in the past, received a very warm
welcome from the Spa Pacers.
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They were even able to run with the Pacers for
the Thursday evening Pub Run, which
concluded with a dinner at Brau Haus.
All of the visiting runners received special recognition at an awards
ceremony after the race, and three
of the runners took home medals for
their age group. The dance group
performed with “Bon Odori,” a group
of Hot Springs Village residents who have
formed a traditional Japanese dance group and
assisted in setting up a performance in Hot Springs Village.
The dancers also performed at Park Elementary School and at a special
Thanksgiving dinner at the Hot Springs Convention Center.
Artist Masatoshi Kuro was able to spend a considerable amount of time
painting while in Hot Springs, and take part in several exchanges
with local artists. He even offered several pieces of his art to be
auctioned at the Thanksgiving dinner to benefit the Hot Springs
Sister City Foundation. He left paintings on display at the Three
Arts Café located in the Hale Bathhouse, with proceeds going to
the Hot Springs Sister City Foundation.
Other members of the delegation were former Mayor Watanabe
and Yuko Kuzumaki. Mr. Watanabe has visited Hot Springs many
times as Mayor of Hanamaki, but this was his first trip
as a private citizen. Yukio Kuzumaki is the president of the
Hanamaki-Hot Springs Sister City Organization, and a
member of the board of the Hanamaki
International Exchange Association.
He is also the Head Deer Dancer
who was responsible for
presenting the beautiful
deer dancer costume
that can be seen in the
Hot Springs
Convention
Center.

9

The members of the delegation were able to tour the National Park, visit the Mountain Tower,
view the beautiful light display at Garvan Woodland Gardens, attend services at Apostolic Faith
Tabernacle, enjoy a performance by Deleen Davidson at the Three Arts Café and of course do
some shopping. A special dinner celebration was hosted at the Hot Springs Convention Center,
where visitors enjoyed a traditional Thanksgiving feast with their Hot Springs friends. t

Hanamaki Higashi – Lakeside Sister School Delegation Visit

The final fall delegation was the first of its kind for the Sister City Program. A group of eighteen
students and two chaperones from Hanamaki Higashi High School traveled to Hot Springs to visit
their sister school, Lakeside High School. Mr. Kodashima, the Principal of Hanamaki Higashi High
School, accompanied the group for his first trip to Hot Springs as well as his first trip to the United
States. While at Lakeside, the group visited classrooms to exchange with students, attended
ball games, and were even able to take a field trip to Little Rock on a “big yellow bus,” a uniquely
American experience about which the visitors were very excited. A very special thanks to the
Lakeside teachers and administrators, especially Principal Bruce Orr and Mr. Ron Franklin, who
worked so hard to ensure a wonderful experience for the visitors and the 18 area host families.
It was an incredibly busy fall, but the interaction between Hot Springs area residents and visitors
from Hanamaki was unprecedented. The residents from our area were all very hospitable and
excited to be able to welcome the visitors. People from all walks of life -- preschoolers and
retirees, firefighters and dancers, artists and school administrators -- took part in hosting,
getting to know and making new friends, while fulfilling one main purposes of the Sister City
Program: global understanding, one person at a time. t

2012 citizen delegation trip
Have you ever thought about taking a trip to Japan? Would you like the opportunity to
experience the culture, not just as a tourist but as a special guest? Being a member of the
Hot Springs Sister City Delegation allows individuals to experience Hanamaki, its beautiful
countryside, the wonderful flavors of their food, the incredible hospitality of the people, and the
culture of Japan.
Any citizen wishing to be part of the 2012 delegation should mark their calendar for noon on
Thursday, February 16, the date of the informational meeting which will be held at The Three Arts
Café located in the Hale Bathhouse on Bathhouse Row in downtown Hot Springs.
This year, the delegation visit is tentatively scheduled for September 1-9. The group will spend
the first two nights in Tokyo. While in Tokyo, there will be a day trip to visit ancient temples,
shrines and see a bit of Tokyo. The following day, the delegation will travel on the world-famous
bullet train to Hanamaki. Guides will then take the group to visit Hanamaki’s shrines, museums,
and onsen, which are Japanese-style bathhouses. The accommodations are all western-style
hotel rooms.
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The highlight of the trip will be the Hanamaki Festival, which will take
place September 7-8. Delegation members are even invited to take
part in the festival parades if they wish, and will have a special
viewing platform to watch the festival dancers, the mikoshi, which
are shrines which are carried on the shoulders of a group of
Hanamaki citizens, and finally, lighted floats that travel down the
street to the sound of ancient rhythms.
The estimated travel cost of $3500 includes airfare, transportation,
lodging, tours, guides and most meals. The cost is kept so low
because of the wonderful hospitality of our friends in Hanamaki
and the dedicated efforts of Janet Cheek, a Sister City Foundation
board member who makes the travel arrangements each year.
Make plans to be part of this delegation by contacting Mary Neilson
at 501-545-6960, and please remember the informational meeting
on February 16. The initial $500 deposit is due by May 1. t

Visit Sister City Program Coordinator
Mary Neilson’s blog at
www.hotspringssistercity.blogspot.com

Sister City Program on

More photos of the recent Hanamaki
trip can be seen by clicking on
the following links:

Go Team !

Congratulations to Hanamaki Higashi High
School, sister school of Lakeside High School.
Its baseball team was recently selected to
participate in the 84th Nationwide High
School Baseball Tournament, to be held in
March. This tournament is the largest scale
amateur sport event in Japan.
Hanamaki Hagashi placed second when it
last played in the tournament in 2009.
Only 32 teams across Japan were chosen to
participate in this year’s tournament, which
will be held in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo, Japan.
Go, Hanamaki Higashi!!

Hot Springs Sister City Program
P. O. Box 700
Hot Springs, AR 71902
Phone 501.545.6960
Fax 501.321.6809

Hot Springs Sister City Program page
Hanamaki Int’l Exchange Association
When you visit these pages, please
indicate that you ‘like’ them.
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